Dear Children,
This issue is all about the Covenant. Please take out the centre pages. One is a
poster for your wall. The other is for you to cut up and make into your own little
book.
This little ‘Book of the Covenant’ is for you to make your own – colour it in and
carry it in your pocket. It has photos of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi, so
look after it!
There are other pages for you to colour in too - you could cut them out and
stick them on the wall as well.
Please send me your stories and news. They will all be printed in the magazine.
With love to you all,
Maggie
Send to:
Maggie Manvell, 25, Lower Breakish, Isle of Skye, Scotland. IV42 8QA

For Parents and Teachers,
I am planning to include some extra pages in Dayspring in the
form of lesson notes for children’s classes, or for parents working with
their children at home. This issue begins with the first in a series of five
lesson notes for teaching the children about Huqúqu’lláh. The suggested
age range is 8 to 12.
These are also available in a book called ‘Huqúqu’lláh - the Right
of God’, published by the Board of Trustees of Huqúqu’lláh in Europe.
It would be really helpful to have feedback about how this is
received, and to get ideas for future lesson plans.
With love and best wishes for all your work with the children,
Maggie

The Day Of The Covenant
(Adapted from ‘Nine Holy Days’ by Jackie Mehrabi)

Illustration by John Treeby

It was the half-light before morning and the world slept. Grey clouds crept
across the sky and rain fell like a whisper on the earth. Trees and flowers, bushes
and grass drank the rain as it reached their roots, and grew.
Suddenly the shower stopped and the light of the sun filled the sky and
gently touched the ground. The trees and flowers, bushes and grass felt the sun as
it warmed their leaves, and they grew.
This is like an agreement between the earth and the sky. When the rain falls
and the sun shines, every thing on earth is able to live. But if the plants were to
hide in some dark place where the rain does not fall and the sun cannot shine, they
would wither and die.
In the beginning, before there was any living thing, God loved us and so He
gave us life. He made an agreement: that He would never leave us on our own but

would always send Messengers of God to guide us. God kept His promise and
because people listened to the wonderful teachings of the Messengers of God their
hearts grew kind and their minds more wise. Although there were always some
who would not listen -- like plants trying to grow in the dark. Each time the
Messengers of God came They made an agreement with their followers: that one
day a Great One would come Whose teachings would make all the people in the
world love one another, and eventually there would be no more war.
The time came and God sent Bahá’u’lláh to live among men and to give the
teachings of the New Day. Those who listened became new people, loving one
another and understanding many things they had never understood before. But
those who turned away are like plants in the darkness, and they will never know
the truth unless they come out into the sunshine of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.

Illustration by Sara Lindsey

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Centre of
the Covenant
Bahá’u’lláh made an agreement with the
Bahá’ís: He said if we turn to ‘Abdu’lBahá the Bahá’í Faith will never be
divided and we will always know the
right thing to do. This is because, just as
the Light of God shines in Bahá’u’lláh,
so the light of Bahá’u’lláh shines in
‘Abdu’l-Bahá.
Bahá’u’lláh called ‘Abdu’l-Bahá “The
apple of Mine eye”, which means that
He loved Him very, very much.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Some titles of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
When Bahá’u’lláh’s Soul left this world to return to God in the Abhá Kingdom,
He left a Will saying that all the Bahá’ís must turn to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá for
guidance. Bahá’u’lláh gave ‘Abdu’l-Bahá some very special names:
“The Centre of the Covenant”,
because He understood all the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh, and to obey ‘Abdu’lBahá is the same as obeying Bahá’u’lláh;
“The Mystery of God”,
because there has never been anyone quite like ‘Abdu’l-Bahá before and no-one
can understand completely how wonderful He is;
“The Most Great Branch”,
because He was the most important member of the Family of Bahá’u’lláh, and
like a strong and mighty branch growing from the Tree of the Religion of God;
“The Master”,
because He taught us how to be true Bahá’ís.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá called Himself:
“‘Abdu’l-Bahá”, which means “Servant of Bahá’u’lláh”.

Bahá’u’lláh said:
“Render thanks unto God,
O people, for His appearance;
for verily He is the most
great Favour unto you,
the most perfect bounty upon you....
Whoso turneth towards Him
hath turned towards God......”
All the pure hearted people who met ’Abdu’l-Bahá loved Him and respected
Him and when He died everyone was very, very sad.
But the world had not really lost ’Abdu’l-Bahá because He told the Bahá’ís that
His spirit would always be with them, even when His body was not. And when
He left this world He gave us a beautiful gift.

The Guardian and the Universal House of Justice

The beautiful gift that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá
gave us was His grandson, Shoghi
Effendi, whom ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said
was to be the Guardian of the Bahá’í
Faith, and whatever the Guardian
told us to do was what God wanted
us to do.
After Shoghi Effendi died, no other
Guardian could be appointed. But
Bahá’u’lláh had written many years
before that the Bahá’ís should elect
nine men who would become the
Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Faith
Universal House of Justice. This is
the supreme governing body of the
Bahá’í Faith. When the Universal House of Justice was elected in 1963 it
became the Centre of the Covenant. This means that now the Bahá’ís have to
turn to the Universal House of Justice for guidance. The Bahá’ís have to be
faithful to the Universal House of Justice and obey it, just as they were faithful
to Bahá’u’lláh, ’Abdu’l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi, and obeyed them.

The First Members of the Universal House of Justice, 1963

O Lord!
Make these children excellent plants.
Let them grow and develop in the Garden of the
Covenant and bestow freshness and beauty
through the outpourings of the clouds of the
Abhá Kingdom.
Thou art the Powerful,
the All-Loving.

To make your book:
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Remove these 2 centre pages.
Cut carefully down the centre fold
Fold each page in half, from top to
bottom.
Cut carefully along the fold
You now have 4 pieces of paper.
Put one on top of the other, with the
page numbers as in the diagram.
Staple the centre of the book.
Add your name and colour the pictures.
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Bahá’u’lláh
also told us
that the
Bahá’ís
must elect
nine men
to become
the members of the Universal
House of Justice.

The first kind of Covenant
is that God will always help us and
will not leave us without His love
and guidance.
The symbol of this Covenant
(agreement) is the rainbow.

Then they must
always turn to
them to be
guided in what
they do.
14
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The Covenant is an
agreement between God and
men.
God has made two kinds of
Covenant with us.

Bahá’u’lláh said,
“It is incumbent upon all to
be obedient to them.”
15

2

Shoghi Effendi

God will always send His
Messengers to show us how
to behave, so that we can
live the fullest, happiest,
most productive lives
possible, for the good of
everyone.

“He is the Sign of God, the Chosen
Branch, the Guardian of the Cause of
God.”
4

13

Each Messenger shows us these
things in two ways:

By His own life

By leaving a holy Book,
telling us how God wants us
to behave.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá told the Bahá’ís that
after His death they must turn
to Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian
of the Bahá’í Faith, and must do
as he says.

5

12

The Second kind of Covenant
Each Messenger from God lives in
this world for a short time only,
but His Teachings are followed
for much longer. So it helps
people if they have somewhere to
turn for help.
Bahá’u’lláh told the Bahá’ís that,
although His Spirit would always
be with them, they could also turn
to His son, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, who
would tell them what to do.

10

We can learn to truly recognise
Him by trying hard to understand
properly the teachings of the
Messenger in
our own age:
Bahá’u’lláh.

7

Each Messenger from God tells us
that another Messenger will come.
Each of us must try to understand
the real truth about God so that
we will recognise His next
Messenger.

‘Abdu’l-Bahá

6
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The Founders of all the great
religions have told their followers
to look for the coming of
Bahá’u’lláh.

8

Abraham, Moses, Krishna,
Zoroaster, the Buddha, Jesus,
Muhammad and the Báb, all told
their followers to look for the
Promised One.

9

Can you work out this message from
‘Abdu’l-Bahá about the Covenant?
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Words:
Music:

Persian Hidden Word, No 19 by Bahá’u’lláh.
‘The Old Black Monk’ Welsh traditional melody.

More Puzzles

The whole earth hath been illumined at the coming of
Him Who is the Lord of the Day of the Covenant!

Huqúqu’lláh
Lesson Plans for children

Lesson 1

A Gift from God
By Jacqueline Mehrabi
Illustrated by Christine Krohg Plur
Originally published by the Board of Trustees for
Huqúqu’lláh in Europe.

What does it mean?
Ancient

means something that is very, very old. Here it means existing from
before the beginning of time.
Bearing
means bringing or carrying.
Unnumbered here means too many to be counted.

Fill in the missing words:
“the Ancient ........................................, the Most Great ...............................,
bearing unnumbered ........................................., hath risen above the ......................
of the .........................................”

1.

2.
3.

Who is the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name?
Say His Holy Name aloud and then write it below:
............................................................................
Can you think why Bahá’u’lláh is called the Ancient
Beauty? Why do you think He is also called the Most
Great Name?
In the quotation, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá says that Bahá’u’lláh has
brought so many gifts for us that they cannot be counted.
This lesson is about one of the most precious gifts that
Bahá’u’lláh has given us. It is called Huqúqu’lláh. Say it
aloud then write it below:
................................................................................

4.

Huqúqu’lláh, the Right of God, belongs to God

Of course, everything in the universe really belongs to God because He
created it all. He just asks us to give a little bit of what we save back to Him,
and this is called Huqúqu’lláh. God gives it to us to look after and then give
back to Him.
In a way, everything in the world already obeys this law of Huqúqu’lláh, even the
animals and the plants, although they do not understand it. Nothing can live entirely
by itself. Everything and everybody needs to give and take. To understand this law
more clearly, it is interesting to see what happens in nature.
In order to grow, what does a tree take from the ground?
Does it take all of the water and minerals, or just what it needs?
In the autumn what does the tree give back in return?
How does this help the ground?
How does this help the tree?
If the tree held onto its leaves and fruit, what would happen to the
tree?

Can you think of
other examples of give and take in
nature? (E.g. how flowers give
bees nectar to make honey. In
return, bees take pollen on their
feet from flower to flower. If bees
and other insects did not do this,
the flowers would not be able to
bloom again next year. Or how,
when parents give love to their
baby, the baby loves them back.
The baby also learns to love other
people and the love grows and
grows.)
Draw a picture illustrating “give and take”. There are hundreds of examples to
choose from. Remember, everything in nature gives something back. When
something is given back, then something good happens. When we give Huqúqu’lláh
to God, then something good happens to us as well. We’ll find out what this is in the
next lesson.

The sweetest word
I heard a brand new word today
I’d never heard before.
My mom and dad were talking
And I heard them through the door.
Their voices sounded happy
Quietly
No ‘Ha ha ha!’
They almost sang that special magic word:
‘Huqúqu’lláh’.
I wonder what that word can mean
And why I feel so glad.
Is this new word a present?
‘Such a gift!’ whispered my dad.
They always get excited
Chanting
‘O Bahá’u’lláh’.
I’m sure He must have given this to us:
Huqúqu’lláh.
Tonight, when I am ready
For my prayer and Hidden Word,
I’ll tell my mom and dad
About their talk I overheard.
And if they think I’m much too young
I’ll ask
‘Abdu’l-Bahá
To tell me in my dreams about this sweet
Huqúqu’lláh.
(Poem by Susan Engle)

Answers to puzzles:
P19:
A)

The Covenant is like the sea and the believers as fishes
in the sea. If a fish leaves water it cannot live.

B)

P22:

COVENANT

