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Dear Children,
This issue of Dayspring is about discovering and inventing
things. One story is about discovering Heaven! Another is about a
Bahá’í who found ways to make fuel for cars out of coconut oil. Another
is about a famous man called Mr Bell who invented the telephone and met
`Abdu’l-Bahá. And yet another is about a boy called Gordon who loved to
play football and discovered a way to invite a friend to a children’s class.
I hope you will send your 2-line poems (see pages 22–23 ) and
continue to send your drawings and stories.
Love,
Jackie
p.s. Do you remember the story in the last issue of Dayspring about raising
money to buy a new Bahá’í Centre in Edinburgh? Well, a lovely house
has now been bought not far from the street where `Abdu’l-Bahá stayed
when He visited Edinburgh in 1913.

——————————————————————————————————————————

Note to adults and children: Due to a computer problem, I may not have received all
emails sent to Dayspring during the last few months. The problem has now been rectified and I apologise for any inconvenience or disappointment caused. If you have sent
anything by email and not had an acknowledgement, please send it again if possible.
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“…man is
upon the earth
yet he makes
discoveries
in the
heavens.”
`Abdu’l-Bahá
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Heaven
(adapted from Stories for Children. Drawing by Tony Shearing)

Amanda Jane lay asleep in her bed. Something warm and gentle
kissed her face and she opened her eyes to see the sun shining on her pillow.
Outside in the sky all the birds were singing, while down on the ground the
flowers opened their petals and smiled at the sun.
“Today,” said Amanda to herself, “Today, I am going to look for
heaven.”
She helped her mother
peg the washing on the line in
the garden, and her mother
stopped looking tired and was
happy instead.
“Helping is a little bit
of heaven,” thought Amanda.
She noticed a baby
bird lying still in the grass. She
picked him up and gently held
him in her hands. She saw a nest
above her head, which was the
baby bird’s home. She lifted him
in and he opened his eyes to say thank you for being so kind.
“Kindness is another bit of heaven,” thought Amanda.
A little boy came crying down the street. He had fallen on a stone
and hurt his knee. Amanda wrapped her hanky round the bit that was sore
and the little boy stopped looking sad and was happy instead.
“Healing is another bit of heaven,” thought Amanda.
She looked at the sky where the birds were singing. She looked
at the ground where the flowers were smiling.
“Heaven is everywhere,” said Amanda Jane.

5

Mr Bell Meets `Abdu’l-Bahá
`Abdu’l-Bahá was in America travelling by tram to His third meeting of the day,

and He was very happy because different people from all over the world were
coming together in love and unity because of the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.
“O Bahá’u’lláh! What hast Thou done?” He called out so loudly that people
passing by stopped to listen, even though `Abdu’l-Bahá was speaking in Persian
and they didn’t understand what He was saying.
“O Bahá’u’lláh! May my life be sacrificed for Thee!
O Bahá’u’lláh! May my soul be offered up for Thy sake!”
And His happiness grew greater and greater as He got near to the house
where the next meeting was being held.
A famous inventor lived in this
house. His name was Alexander
Graham Bell and he was one of the first
people to invent the telephone. He
hadn’t meant to invent it – it had
happened by accident. First of all, he
had been trying to invent something to
help his mother and then his wife to hear,
because they were both deaf. He tried to
find ways to send messages by passing
human speech along a wire with electricity. This didn’t help anyone who couldn’t
hear, but it was the beginning of the
telephone. And Mr Bell did find other
ways to help deaf people.
When Mr Bell told `Abdu’l-Bahá
how he had discovered the telephone by
chance, `Abdu’l-Bahá smiled and said that was often the way – we try to discover
how to do one thing and end up discovering something else! He said that is what
happened when Christopher Columbus was trying to find a shorter way to travel
by ship from Spain to India and, instead, discovered America!
Mr Bell had visited `Abdu’l-Bahá the day before and invited Him to come to
his house that evening to speak to a group of his friends who were scientists.
As `Abdu’l-Bahá came into the room, all the scientists stood up and each
one shook His hand.
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`Abdu’l-Bahá praised all the scientists for their politeness and their many
good qualities. He said that science is very important, and He gave a talk about
the wonders of this age because of the new teachings of Bahá’u’lláh.
Mr Bell was delighted with everything `Abdu’l-Bahá said, and the hearts of
everyone present became full of love. One scientist stood up to speak, but he was
so moved by what he had heard that all he could say was, “The talk of the Master
from the East was so wonderful that I find myself inadequate to say anything!” And
then he sat down again!
By this time it was midnight and Mr Bell invited everyone to go to the dining
room for a meal. Here, `Abdu’l-Bahá met Mrs Bell. When `Abdu’l-Bahá spoke to
her, Mr Bell translated the words into sign language so she could understand what
He was saying.

~Sign Language~
Do you know any sign language? There are different kinds, just
as there are different kinds of other languages. Below are 3
words from American sign language.
LIKE. To say the word “Like” hold the thumb and index (first)
finger of your right hand an inch or two apart and place them in
the middle of your chest. Move your hand away from your body
and at the same time bring your thumb and index finger
together so that they are touching. It feels good!
LOVE. To say the word “Love”, cross either your closed or flat
hands over your heart with palms facing in. Easy!
LIFE. To say the word “Life”, move the upturned thumbs of
your two hands
upwards.

in together towards your body, then
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The Story of Alexander Graham Bell
Alexander Graham Bell was born in Edinburgh in 1847. He had two brothers, Edward and Melville, but they both died when they were young men. Their parents were teachers of the deaf and the whole family was involved in teaching and finding ways to help deaf people. When he was 23 years
old Alexander moved to Canada with his parents,
and two years later he went to live in America. He
married a young lady called Mabel, who, like his
mother, was also deaf and had been unable to hear
properly since she was a young child. With Mabel’s
support, Alexander made several scientific discoveries
and finally he invented the telephone.
When Alexander was a boy, he loved to walk over the hills around Edinburgh
and think about how to help people. His first invention was a way to clean wheat
more easily, before it was ground into flour. He was eleven years old at the time.
Later, he experimented to find the best shape to make kites so they would fly higher.
This helped him later to design the first aeroplane to fly in Canada in 1909. It was
called the Silver Dart. After this, he invented the fastest boat in the world at the
time.
He also liked to write poetry, and this is a rather good poem he wrote when
he was still
is about the
ing coloured
sometimes
sky in the

The Aurora Borealis
A wavering stream of coloured light
Was in the dark blue sky at night
Then climbing very fast
It reached the highest point at last
Then vanished with a leap.

lights are

aged eleven. It
beautiful swirllights that
appear in the
north. These
red, green,

blue or violet and are called the Northern Lights, or Aurora Borealis.
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Alexander Graham Bell’s Games for Children
HD-4 TEST RUN
Alexander Graham Bell’s wife, Mabel, is taking his hydrofoil (a boat called the HD-4) for a test run.
Starting at the top, help Mabel guide the hydrofoil both the SHORTEST WAY and then (using another
colour pencil and without crossing your tracks) the LONGEST WAY back to the pier, where Mr Bell is
waiting for her. It may help to do it with your finger first.

Invented by Scottish inventor Alexander Graham Bell.
Do you know its name? (see p. 8 )
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Find the Two Kinds of Telephone
4 very old and 5 not so old!

~~~~~~~~~~WHIRLY – COPTER~~~~~~~~~
Bell did lots of experimenting with propellers. He even had an idea that one
day there would be flying machines, with propellers on top, that would fly
straight up and down. He was right! We call them helicopters. This is a little
“whirly-copter” that you can make.
1. Cut out a rectangle from paper and mark out as below.
2. Cut centre solid line to form the propeller blades.
3. Fold accordion-style on dotted lines.
4. Fold blades in opposite directions.
5. Drop from as high as you can reach.
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“I cherish the hope that … communication and transport will serve

to draw us still nearer to one another….”

Shoghi Effendi

“Mysteries that were hidden he [man] discovers; and secrets
that were concealed he brings to life.”` `Abdu'l-Bahá
12

This is more difficult than it looks. Write the correct words in
the gaps to complete the quotation. Use pencil in case you
make a mistake. Be very careful – for example, the word “soul”
does not come after “man’s” and “fly” does not come after
“can”! Use all the words – but no word should be used twice.

wings
science

progress

one
soul
heights
fly
intelligence

“Religion and ……………………

are the two

………... upon which man's ………………... …..
can soar into the …………………., with which
the human ……………... can …………………..
It is not possible to …………. with …………….
wing alone!”
(`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks, chapter 44)
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People and Places
Mr Deamer’s Good Idea
Tony Deamer is a Bahá’í who lives in Vanuatu, an island
in the South Pacific. The island has beautiful beaches and
sun and is covered with palm trees and coconuts. It also has
some poor people because there are not enough jobs to go
round, and Mr Deamer thought of a way to help them. Not
only would his idea create jobs on the island, but it would also
help keep the lovely clean air of Vanuatu from becoming
polluted with black exhaust fumes from cars and motorbikes.
Coconuts are good to eat, and the white, milky liquid
inside is delicious to drink. But Mr Deamer discovered something else: they contain oil which can be used instead of
petrol in cars! Of course, the oil can’t be used without having
scientific things done to it
first, so don’t let your Dad put it in his car
otherwise it will ruin the engine! But already
a bus company on the island is running 20 of
its buses on a mixture of the new fuel and
diesel.
In the past, people have come up with other ideas of what to use as fuel
for cars instead of petrol. Some say even water can be used, but it needs special
engines for that to work. Cars can also run on large electric batteries, which are
recharged every night.
In the olden days, trains ran on
steam, and steam rollers are still
sometimes used to smooth hot
tarmac on roads when they are being
repaired, so these ideas are not as
crazy as they seem!
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If Mr Deamer’s idea catches on, then the islanders will only need to buy
half the usual amount of fuel they need from other countries. The other half they
can produce themselves with coconuts growing on their farms and in their back
gardens. That will save them a lot of money as well as giving more of them jobs.
It will also keep the air cleaner.
Chief Paul Lai (who is Chairman of the Council of Chiefs in Vanuatu)
thanked the Bahá’ís at a recent celebration in the islands. He said:
“I would like to praise the Bahá’í Community for all its contributions to
this country, especially in education and promoting good health. Thank
you, too, to the Bahá’ís who have set up businesses in Vanuatu
and helped us economically. The Bahá’í Faith is here to promote unity.
Now unity is something that we must all protect. If we want to have
unity in our communities, it is not enough to leave the chiefs to arrange
it. Each of us, as individuals, has the responsibility of working towards it."

What do you know about Vanuatu?
It is a group of 80 islands 2,100 kilometers northeast of Sydney, Australia.
200,000 people live there. 95% are Melanesian (which means they come from
various islands in an area called Melanesia in the Pacific).
One of its main exports is copra (not cobra, which is a snake! Copra is the dried
white insides of coconut).
The first Bahá’í to go to Vanuatu was Bertha Dobbins from Australia. She went
there in 1953 and set up a primary school for the children. There are now
Bahá’ís in all of the 80 islands.
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An Easy Wordsearch
The words in darker print in the following quotation from `Abdu’l-Bahá
can all be found in the grid. As you find them, circle them in pencil.
Words go either across or down.

“The East and West can communicate instantly. A human being
can soar in the skies or speed in submarine depths. The power of
steam has linked the continents. Trains cross the deserts and
pierce the barriers of mountains; ships find unerring pathways
upon the trackless oceans. Day by day discoveries are increasing.
What a wonderful century this is!”
(`Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, pp. 143-144)
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A More Difficult

Word Search

The highlighted words in the following quotation from `Abdu’l-Bahá can all
be found in the grid. As you find them, circle them in pencil.
Words go up, down, across, diagonally and in reverse.

“This is the century of science, inventions, discoveries and
universal laws. This is the century of the revelation of the
mysteries of God. This is the century of the effulgence of the
rays of the Sun of Truth. Therefore, you must render thanks
and glorification to God that you were born in this age. Furthermore, you have listened to the call of Bahá'u'lláh.”
`Abdu'l-Bahá, Promulgation of Universal Peace, p. 188
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Neela’s Bahá'í Class
Written and Illustrated by Wendy Keenan

Gordon’s Story
Gordon is nine years old, but he is tall so people often
think he is older. He is also strong and very fit. Gordon has
two big loves in his life – the Bahá’í Faith and football!
Gordon is good at football and is in his school team and a
league team. The city football club have asked him to train
with their junior team as well. Gordon trains and plays football every day of the week, except for Sunday mornings
when he goes to his Bahá'í children’s class.
In the Bahá’í class he has lots of friends; some are
sporty like him, while others don’t like team games at all. Neela, their teacher,
tells the class a story about ‘Abdu’l-Bahá saying we should think of people as
being like flowers of different varieties and colours in one big garden, and how
beautiful that is. `Abdu’l-Bahá called it “unity in diversity”.
A garden full of the same coloured flowers would be quite boring, thinks
Gordon, and asks Neela what “unity in diversity” means. She explains that
although people may be different from one another, they can be united if they
work together like one family or one team.
One day, a boy called Rudy, who is an older boy in one of Gordon’s football
teams, asks him:
“What is the Bahá’í Faith, and what do Baha’is believe?”
Gordon tries to explain to him but Rudy still looks puzzled. Gordon asks the
boy if he would like to come to the Bahá’í Centre, or to the children’s class, or to
borrow a book, but the lad is not keen on any of these suggestions.
During the week Gordon wonders how he can answer Rudy’s question
about the Bahá’í Faith in a way he will find interesting. He decides to ask Neela
and the other children in his class on Sunday and see if they have any good
ideas. He also consults with his Mum and Dad as they drive him to a football
practice at the Sports Centre.
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While Gordon is training, his parents have coffee in the Sports Centre café.
On the wall is a notice board with lots of posters and leaflets pinned on it. When
Gordon is ready to go home his parents show him a poster which says there is to
be an “Under 12, five-a-side Football Tournament” for new
teams. Gordon does not understand why his parents are
showing him this poster, but then his Mum explains that the
children’s class could become a team and compete in the
tournament. Gordon laughs at this idea because he knows how
hard he has to train, and he also knows that the others are not
nearly as fit as he is. But he says he will think about it.
The next Sunday he tells Neela and the class about the
possibility of making up a team for the tournament in the Sports
Centre. One of the girls, called May, jumps up straight away and says it is a great
idea and could she please be second-captain after Gordon? The class all laugh,
but they like the idea and say it might be a way for some of Gordon’s football
friends to get to meet
them. They discuss
what name they
should call themselves and decide on
“Team Spirit”.
Afterwards,
Gordon is worried. He
tries not to be, but he
is worried he might be
ashamed if his Bahá’í
friends play badly,
especially if any of his
football friends are at
the tournament. He
tries to remember that
games are just for fun, not about judging who is the best footballer, but it isn’t easy.
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Over the next two weeks, once the Bahá’í class has said prayers and
listened to stories about the early Bahá’í believers, everyone goes out to the park
to play football. Gordon teaches them the rules and one of the dads helps as a
referee for their games.
Finally the day of the tournament arrives. The final five who have been
chosen to be part of “Team Spirit” look like a proper team because one of the
friends in the community has a shop, and she had given them all matching
T-shirts with their names on the back. May wants to wear her T-shirt with her
name on the front so
she can see it, but
Gordon explains this
was not what you did
in football!
As the team
goes into the Sports
Centre they see Rudy
and some other boys
whom Gordon knows.
They have also
formed a new team
for the tournament.
He introduces all his
friends to each other.
When the first
game starts ,“Team
Spirit” scores two
goals (both by
Gordon). But unfortunately the team they
are playing score
twelve! “Team Spirit”
is knocked out in the first round. But they stay for the entire tournament and
cheer all the other players and clap at all the goals.
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At the prize-giving ceremony in the evening, the cup for the winning team goes
to Rudy’s team. The judge giving out the cup and medals says that he wishes he
had more prizes because he and the other referees would have liked to have
awarded a prize for the
“Most Sporting, if not
Sporty” team, and it
would have gone to
“Team Spirit”! He says
they had been good,
friendly competitors and
very enthusiastic in their
support for everyone else.
Rudy likes meeting
Gordon’s Bahá’í friends
and asks if he can come
to the next children’s
class and maybe help to
train them when they play
football afterwards.
When Gordon gets
home that night he thinks
about the day and is very
happy. He is not disappointed that his team
didn’t win. It had been
good fun. There had definitely been unity in diversity in the team, and that was very
powerful.
He can almost imagine ‘Abdu’l-Bahá being there in the Sports Centre with
them all and smiling.
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I Love…
I love to lie upon the grass
And watch the clouds go sailing passed!

I love to see the leafy trees
Swaying in the summer breeze!

I love to hear the water laugh
When I take my daily bath!

I love to see the flowers dance
Among the weeds and other plants!

I love to hear my puppy bark
In the night when all is dark!
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I love to see the drops of rain
Running down the window-pane!

I love to play, with my friend Klaus,
Hide and Seek all round the house!

I love to hear my kitten purr
When I stroke her soft brown fur!

I love to hear my mother sing
About these lovely little things!

What things do you love? See if you can make up one or more 2-line
poems beginning with the words “I love” like the ones above and send
them for the next Dayspring.
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Picture Gallery

This magnificent unicorn picture was drawn by
Holly Kirkpatrick, aged 6

Hannah
aged 8,
this
picture.
it is a
of the
the world
together

Sowerby,
drew
lovely
She says
drawing
people of
coming
in love.
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Amazing Stories from the Dawn-Breakers
Stories by Jacqueline Mehrabi and illustrations by Malcolm Lee
(The story so far: Mulla Husayn was the first follower of the Báb after the Báb had declared that
He was the Promised One from God. But the Báb told him not to tell anyone until seventeen other
people had also found Him for themselves. These believers (with Mulla Husayn) would become
known as the 18 Letters of the Living.)

Part 7

The Letters of the Living
The first sixteen Letters of the Living
Mullá Husayn left the house of the Báb in a state of great excitement. Before, he had felt shy and helpless. Now he felt strong and
brave. He wanted to shout out loud for everyone to hear:
“Awake! O peoples of the world! For He who is your promised
One has come!”
But he knew he must not tell anyone this secret until a total of
eighteen believers had found the Báb for themselves.
It was not long before Mullá Husayn’s brother and nephew also
recognised the Báb. Then thirteen other disciples of Siyyid Kázim
arrived in Shíráz. They had also been praying to be guided to the
Truth. One of them was Mullá ‘Alíy-i-Bastámí. He saw how happy and
contented Mullá Husayn was and guessed he must have found the
Promised One. He begged Mullá
Husayn to tell him Who it was, but
Mullá Husayn told him he must pray
to God for the answer.
Mullá ‘Alí prayed and fasted for
three nights, and then he had a
dream. A light appeared in front of
him, which moved off into the distance. Mullá ‘Alí followed the light
and, in his dream, he was led into
the presence of the Báb.
25

Although it was the middle of the night, Mullá ‘Alí ran to wake Mullá
Husayn and tell him about his dream. Mullá Husayn lovingly embraced
him, and very early the next morning the two of them went to the house
of the Báb. When they arrived they found the door open and the Báb’s
faithful servant waiting to welcome them.
“While it was still dark,” said the servant, “my Master called me to
Him and told me to open the door of the house. ‘I am expecting two guests
to arrive early this morning,’ He said. ‘Give them a warm welcome in My
name. Say to them from Me: Enter in the name of God.’ ”
Before long, all the travelling companions of Mullá ‘Alíy-i-Bastámí
also recognized the Báb. There were now sixteen Letters of the Living.
The seventeenth would be the only woman.

Táhirih, the seventeenth Letter of the Living
When Táhirih was a little girl she
quickly learned to read even though
she never went to school. In the olden
days, people did not think it was
important for girls to be educated, only
boys. As she grew older, Táhirih read
some books written by Shaykh Ahmad
and knew what they said was true.
Táhirih’s father loved her very
much and was proud of his clever
daughter, but he was not happy that she was reading the books of Shaykh
Ahmad because he did not agree with these new ideas. But Táhirih knew
that Shaykh Ahmad’s ideas were right. By this time, Shaykh Ahmad had
died, so she began to write letters to his successor, Siyyid Kázim. And
one day she set out to visit him in Karbilá.
When Táhirih arrived, she was bitterly disappointed to find he had
also died, just ten days before. When the other disciples told her what his
last instructions to them had been, and how he had said they should start
searching for the Promised One, she prayed and asked God to guide her.
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One night, after she had said her prayers, she had a dream. In
her dream, she saw the Báb standing against the sky. He raised His
hands and recited some beautiful words of God. When she woke up,
she wrote the words in a notebook so that she would not forget them.

Táhirih had a sister whose husband was also interested in the
teachings of Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kázim. He was one of the
thirteen who followed the example of Mullá Husayn and set out with
Mullá ‘Alíy-i-Bastámí to find the Promised One. Táhirih was not able
to go with her brother-in-law as women could not travel around as
freely as men. So instead she wrote a letter and asked him to give it
to the Promised One as soon as he found Him.
When Táhirih’s brother-in-law arrived in Shíráz, he soon recognised that the Báb was the Promised One and became the sixteenth to
believe in Him. He then gave the Báb the letter from Táhirih. When the
Báb read it, He immediately declared that she was the seventeenth
Letter of the Living. Many months later, one of the friends gave her
some of the Writings of the Báb to read and she found the exact words
she had heard in her dream and written down in her note book.
“Seventeen Letters have so far enlisted under the standard of the
Faith of God,” said the Báb . “There remains one more to complete the
number…. Tomorrow night the remaining Letter will arrive.”
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Quddús, the eighteenth Letter of the Living
It was early in the evening and the Báb was walking towards His
house. Mullá Husayn was following close behind. Suddenly, a
twenty-two-year-old youth
appeared, looking very tired and
covered in dust from his travels.
It was Quddús, another disciple
of Siyyid Kázim. He ran towards
Mullá Husayn, embraced him, and
excitedly asked if he had found the
Promised One yet.
Mullá Husayn tried to calm
Quddús and said he would talk to
him later. But Quddús was not
listening. He was looking at the
Báb, who was walking in front of them, a little distance away.
“Why are you trying to hide Him from me?” Quddús asked Mullá
Husayn. “I can recognise Him by His walk!”
Mullá Husayn was amazed and did not know what to say. He told
Quddús not to say a word to anyone and hurried towards the Báb. He
told Him about the strange young man and what he had said.
“Marvel not at his strange behaviour,” said the Báb. “We have in
the world of the spirit been communing with that youth. We know him
already. We indeed awaited his coming.”
The Báb and Quddús had already met in the world of dreams.
So Quddús became the eighteenth, and last, Letter of the Living.
The number was complete. Now they could all openly tell everyone
that the Promised One had come.
(To be continued)
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Harmony of Religion and Science
(slightly adapted from Bahá’í Principles for Children, by R. E. Ford, illustrated by E. Povey)

There was a wise man who had two quite clever sons. One had chosen
to be a scientist, while the other had chosen to study and teach religion.
The trouble was, and this upset the father very much, they just could not
agree.
The scientist said that through science alone, man would change the
world and solve all of its problems. Though he was a good man he did not
really believe in God, but felt that only through science could mankind progress. The religious son disagreed very strongly and said that the world
would only progress if it turned to God and religion. He felt that religion
could provide the answer to all mankind’s problems.

So they argued and argued, much to their father’s disappointment.
Then he could stand it no longer and sending for his scientist son he said to
him: “Go and wait for me in the market place and I will come to you at sunset
and prove to you that there is a God!”
The son was very surprised and went to the market place as instructed
and soon a great crowd gathered with him. As the setting sun cast its golden
rays across the earth and became tinged with red, the crowd became
excited. The father did not arrive. It grew dark and the crowd became
restless, but still he did not arrive.
It had been dark for several hours, many of the people had gone home
and those who were still waiting and wondering lit great fires to warm themselves, when suddenly the father came down the road and strode up to his
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son. In a loud voice for all to hear he said:
“My son, I am sorry you have been kept waiting so long. I will tell you
what happened. When I came to the river, I found that the bridge had been
washed away. I decided that the only thing to do was to pray. Then to my
amazement the logs and pieces of wood that were floating about, came
together and formed a raft. I boarded the raft and came slowly to the
other bank of the river.”
The crowd gasped with amazement at this story, but the son said:
“Father, I cannot believe that such a thing happened. Those logs could not
come together by themselves.”
The father then said: “But you, as a scientist, tell us that the sun and
stars, the moon and the earth and everything upon the earth all came about
without a Creator, and yet you do not believe that a few logs can come
together by themselves.”
The crowd broke into hearty laughter at this and the son understood
how his father had tricked him into seeing that there must indeed be a God
to create all the wonders of the world and the universe.
The following day the wise father called his other son to him and said:
“You have chosen the religious way of life and have decided to teach others
this way. But you must be humble and not too proud to learn new ideas, for
that is progress. You must also remember that people do not wish to know
about you but about the teachings you bring. You are but a servant, serving
God!”
Then the father told a story to his religious son, saying: “There was
once a donkey that was used to carry a holy relic in a religious procession.
They covered the donkey in a fine cloth and placed the relic upon its back
and led him through the town. When the donkey saw all the people bowing
down before him he thought how important he must be, and feeling very
proud he refused to walk any further. The man who was leading him began
to beat him with a stick saying: ‘You foolish animal! It is not you that the
people worship, but what you are carrying upon your back!’
“So you see, my son, when you argue with your brother and fail to
understand his ideas you are placing too much importance upon yourself.
People need religion to help them to understand God’s ways and to lead
better lives and they need science to enable them to make their lives easier
and overcome physical problems. Religion and science are like the two wings
of a bird. If a bird wishes to fly properly, both wings must be of the same
size and shape.”
This is religion and science in harmony, as God meant it to be.
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Advertisement

Bahá’u’lláh
The life of Bahá’u’lláh, Founder of the
Bahá’í Faith
by Christine Abbas, illustrated by Malcolm Lee

This is a Religious Education resource booklet for schools which includes
a brief introduction to the Bahá’í Faith for teachers of 5–7 year olds at Key
Stage 1. As well as being a resource for primary schools, this slim book with
its simply told story and lovely illustrations can also be enjoyed by children at
home.

11 pages, soft cover, colour illus., 196 x 147mm, price £7.99

Available from:
Matador
9 De Montfort Mews
Leicester LE1 7FW
United Kingdom
Tel. 0116-255-9312
Email: matador@troubador.co.uk
Web: www.troubador.co.uk/matador

Answer to puzzle on page 13
“Religion and science are the two wings upon which man’s intelligence can soar into the
heights, with which the human soul can progress. It is not possible to fly with one wing
alone!” `Abdu’l-Bahá
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