Dear Friends,
This issue is about the mystery of
SACRIFICE. You will see how it is a
natural law of both the material and
spiritual worlds. Many people make
sacrifices, but the greatest sacrifices of all
have been made by the Manifestations of
God for the sake of the ordinary people of
the world.
At the back of this magazine are some
letters and pictures that have been sent in
by readers. I’m sorry it is quite a while
since some of them were sent, but this is
the first ordinary issue of Dayspring for
over a year.
Now that Dayspring is back to normal it
would be lovely if lots of you would get
out your pencils and pens and write in for
the next issue.
With love to all the children,
from Maggie
Please send your stories, poems and
pictures to:
Maggie Manvell, 25, Lower Breakish,
Isle of Skye, IV42 8QA

The petals of this poppy flower
are protecting the seeds.

Towards the end of summer the
petals die back so that the seed
case is exposed to the wind.

The seed cases are like pepper
pots. As they blow in the wind
the seeds are shaken out ready
to grow into new plants.

The beautiful petals make this
sacrifice so that new plants can
be produced. They do not
benefit from this themselves,
but the whole poppy family does.

This apple has become ripe and
fallen to the ground. The tree
has given it up to be eaten by
insects and to rot into the
earth.

After the apple has rotted the
seeds remain. Their cases are
broken down by water and
insects.

Eventually a new plant grows.
Both the apple and the seed
have ceased to exist.

From the sacrifice of the apple a
new tree is produced. Many
people, animals and insects
benefit.

At every level of life the creature that makes the sacrifice does
not understand the good that comes from it. These creatures
do not willingly give up their lives, but are blindly following a law
of nature.

The blades of grass are
giving this deer life.
But they have no way of
understanding the life
of the deer, and its joy
in jumping and running.

The seed under ground
has no way of knowing
that by giving itself up
it will allow a plant to
grow in the sunshine and
fresh air above the
ground.

The insect does not
know it is giving life to
this frog, allowing it to
leap in the air and swim
in the water.

The worm and the
mouse know nothing of
the world of flight.
They give their lives,
allowing the birds to fly
freely through the air.

To a caterpillar the
change into a hard, dark chrysalis must seem
like death. The caterpillar can have no
understanding that it will one day break out
and become a beautiful flying creature.

In nature, every living thing
exists because of the sacrifice
of something else.

Animals and plants do not think and make decisions, but
people do. They always have a choice about how to behave.
Many people make sacrifices, but some make very big ones.
They give their time and their money to help others. Some will
even risk their lives.

This lifeboat is being launched to
rescue the crew of a sinking ship.
Sometimes lifeboat men go out in
very rough seas and risk being
drowned themselves.

Firemen often risk their lives to save
people trapped in burning buildings..

Here a man is being lowered from a
helicopter to lift an injured person on
a stretcher and take him to hospital.

This mountain rescuer has climbed
down a very steep cliff to lift an
injured climber to safety.

Who is making a sacrifice?
The words in this puzzle are arranged in pairs, going downwards.
The first word is something that is sacrificed. The second word
is something which appears because of the sacrifice. Write the
first letter of each picture to find the answers.

THE VALUE OF

When someone makes a sacrifice we are not always able to measure the power
of the good it will do. The important thing is not the amount of money or the
value of the gift. Something given with a real desire to do good may have a
greater effect than a much larger amount given with less feeling.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá tells this story of a sacrifice made during the time of Mohammed:
The Prophet Mohammed wanted to teach the Cause of God, and needed help
from His followers. Among them was one man who gave a thousand camels,
each laden with corn. Another gave half of everything he had, while still
another offered all that he had.
There was a very old woman who owned only one thing -- a handful of dates.
She came to the Apostle and laid them at His feet.
Mohammed said that this handful of dates should be placed
over and above all the other gifts that had been gathered. This
was because the old lady had given everything she had with a
pure heart.

SACRIFICE
There is a very similar story
in the Bible:
One day Jesus and His
disciples were sitting near
the entrance of the temple.
People passing through
were placing their offerings
of money into the
collecting boxes. As they
walked by, many
richly-dressed men opened
their bulging money bags
with a flourish, jingled
their gold coins, then threw
a generous handful into the
open mouth of one of the
chests.
The disciples were very impressed. How pleased God must be with these
wealthy and generous men. They scarcely noticed a shabby woman, in widow’s
dress, who quickly and quietly slipped two tiny coins into one of the chests
before hurrying past. But Jesus had seen her. He told the disciples that she had
given more than anyone else.
The disciples knew for a fact that this was not true. Her two coins had been so
little compared with the gold shekels that the rich men had given. But Jesus
explained that God does not judge by the amount we give, but by what it costs
us, and by what is in our hearts when we give it.

When you give money at the next Feast, remember
that the amount is not as important as your wish to
make this sacrifice.

O Lord!
Make us useful in this
world;
free us from the condition
of self and desire.....
Confirm us in service to
the world of humanity,
so that we may become the
servants of Thy servants,
that we may love all Thy
creatures and become
compassionate to all Thy
people.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

“The Ancient Beauty
hath consented
to be bound with
chains
that mankind
may be
released from
its bondage.”

In each age the greatest sacrifice of all is made
by the Manifestation of God.

Thousands of years ago Abraham was willing to make the
supreme sacrifice - His own son.
Many, many years ago, in the Middle East, there was a small tribe of travelling
shepherds and cattle breeders, led by a man called Abraham. They moved
around the dry lands, searching out places to feed and water their animals, and
moving from town to town to sell them. Among all the tribes of the desert and
all the people of the towns, the tribe of Abraham was different. Everyone else,
in those times, believed that there were many gods. Only the Hebrews,
Abraham’s people, knew that there is only one God, though men may call Him
by many different names.
At that time, people thought that they should make sacrifices to the gods.
Maybe they felt that a sacrifice was like a bargain, and that if they offered
something up to their god they would be given a reward. Often they made
sacrifices to ask that their crops would grow well or that their diseases might be
taken away. Sometimes the sacrifice was an animal, which they would kill as a
special blood offering. Some people would even use a child for a sacrifice. But
not among Abraham’s tribe.
Through all His adult life, Abraham had longed for a son, but He and His wife
Sarah grew old and no son was born to them. Then, when it seemed that it was
too late, a baby boy was born. The longed for child was very, very precious,
and Abraham loved him very much. He grew into a fine, strong boy and made
Abraham and Sarah very happy.
Then, one night, a dreadful thing happened. God spoke to Abraham in a dream,
and told Him that He must take His dearly loved son into the mountains and kill
him as a sacrifice. Abraham knew that even above His love for His son, He
must obey God. Broken-hearted, Abraham and His son, Isaac set out for the
wild and lonely place on the mountain where the offering was to be made.

lsaac was very brave. He knew that the most important thing, more important
even than life, was to be obedient to God.
When all was ready, lsaac lay down and Abraham lifted the knife, prepared to
make the blood offering. Just as the knife was ready to fall, God spoke. He told
Abraham to stop, and allow the boy to live.
For Abraham this had been the greatest test of obedience, for He loved lsaac
more than His own life, and had even been prepared to sacrifice him if it was
God’s Will.

Isaac prepares to be sacrificed.

Note: The name of the son to be sacrificed in this story is lsaac. This is
according to the Bible. ln the Qur’án the name is lsmael. The spiritual
significance of the story is the same in either case.

THE SACRIFICE OF JESUS,
SON OF GOD
When the animals and plants of the natural world make sacrifices, they have no
choice. But people are different. God has given us free will and whether we
choose to make a sacrifice or not is up to us. The Manifestations of God have
always chosen to do what God wants, not what they want for themselves. This
is one of the things that makes them different from everyone else.
Jesus knew that He was going to be arrested and killed, and in the most painful
way, by being hung on a cross. Before He was arrested and taken away to be
crucified, Jesus prayed quietly in the Garden of Gethsemane. He said to His
disciples, “My heart is ready to break with grief”. He spoke to God, saying,
“My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me. Yet not as l will, but as
You will.” Three times Jesus repeated this prayer. He was explaining that He
did not want to suffer this pain, but even so, He would do as God wished.
At this stage Jesus could easily have escaped and gone into hiding, but because
it was the Will of God, He allowed Himself to be arrested.
lt is difficult for us to understand why God wished for His own Son, Jesus
Christ, to suffer in this way. But we know that it was a sacrifice. Jesus
willingly gave up His life so that something wonderful would happen as a
result.
Bahá’u’lláh tells us:

“Know thou that
when the Son of Man
yielded up His breath
to God, the whole
creation wept with a
great weeping. By
sacrificing Himself,
however, a fresh
capacity was infused
into all created
things.”
Gleanings 36

THE SACRIFICE
OF
BAHA’U’LLAH
Bahá’u’lláh spent almost the whole
of His adult life in prison, or in
foreign lands where He was sent to
live in terrible conditions. Often He
was cruelly tortured and much of
the time He had to go hungry and
thirsty. Sometimes He was cold
because He did not have enough
clothes or blankets at night. Many
of the places where He had to stay
were dirty and He was in danger of
illness and disease. Sometimes He had to spend long months with a crushingly
heavy chain around His neck.
Like Jesus, Bahá’u’lláh could have
escaped from these conditions.
Whenever He wanted He could have
walked straight out of the prison,
because the guards loved Him so
much they would have let Him go.
But although His life of
imprisonment was so hard and
unpleasant, Bahá’u’lláh stayed
because He knew this was the Will of
God. It was a great sacrifice.
Many of Bahá’u’lláh’s family and
friends stayed with Him in these
terrible conditions. They loved Him
so much that they would rather be
with Him in prison than apart from
Him in freedom and comfort. Just
being with Him was being in
Paradise.
Mírzá Mihdí, The Purest Branch

One of these was His younger son, Mirzá Mihdí. Everyone loved Mirzá Mihdí
who had grown into a pure, gentle young man, and who had suffered greatly
from being so long in prison. One evening he was walking on the roof of the
building where the family was living. The roof was flat and Mirzá Mihdí often
went there to pray and meditate in the quietness. One day he was walking up
and down, concentrating completely on a beautiful poem that Bahá’u’lláh had
written, when he accidentally trod on an open window in the roof and fell
through, landing awkwardly on a crate below the window. He was very badly
injured and in great pain. Bahá’u’lláh came to him and saw that he was dying.
Baháulláh had the power of healing. He had the ability to perform a miracle
and make His beloved son well and healthy again. Mirzá Mihdí knew this, but
begged Bahá’u’lláh, instead, to accept his life as a sacrifice.
For a long tíme believers had been making long and dangerous journeys to visit
Baháullàh in prison, but had not been allowed to see Him. Mirzá Mihdí told
Baháulláh that he wìshed to give his life that the gates of the prison would be
opened and the believers be allowed to meet their Lord.
Although He could have chosen to heal His son, Bahá ulláh decided to give
his life as a sacrifice. Later, in a prayer, He spoke to God saying, “l have, O my
Lord, offered up that which Thou hast given me, that Thy servants may be
quickened (brought to life) and all that dwell on earth be united.”

The prison where Mirzá Mihdí died.

Shoghi Effendi, the great grandson of Bahá ulláh and Guardian of the Faith,
tells us that the sacrifice of Bahá’u’lláh’s son, Mirzá Mihdí, should be seen as
the fulfilment of Abrahams intended sacrifice of His son, Isaac, thousands of
years before.

Look out for the next edition of
Dayspring dedicated to
Thomas Breakwell,
the first English person to become
a Baha'i.
Read all about his life and
find out how to enter our special
competition.

Answers to puzzles:
P7:

caterpillar, butterfly. tadpole, frog. seed, tree. wood, fire. egg, chicken.
candle, light.

P11:

Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, the whole
creation wept with a great weeping. By sacrificing Himself, however, a fresh
capacity was infused into all created things.
(Baha'u'llah: Gleanings, Page: 85)

P14:

O CHILDREN OF DUST! Tell the rich of the midnight sighing of the poor, lest
heedlessness lead them into the path of destruction, and deprive them of the
Tree of Wealth. To give and to be generous are attributes of Mine; well is it
with him that adorneth himself with My virtues.
(Baha'u'llah: Persian Hidden Words, Page: 49)

