CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children, I hope you had a very happy Christmas, and have avoided all the coughs and colds that come around at this time of year.
Now, you will remember that over the last few years we have been gradually tracing the life story of Bahá'u'lláh. In fact, you were quite a bit younger when we started! Do you remember the great journey that Bahá'u'lláh made when He was exiled to Constantinople?   It was a very hard journey, but Bahá'u'lláh was amongst His friends, and He had travelled through some beautiful country.  The final part of the journey was by a ship from the port of Samsun on the Black Sea to Constantinople.
Bahá'u'lláh’s greatest enemies were living in His native land of Persia, and it was due to them that He had been invited to travel to Constantinople from Baghdad. When Bahá'u'lláh and those with Him, first arrived in Constantinople (now called Istanbul), He was received with great courtesy, and invited to the home of a government official.
Soon after they arrived, a large residence was provided with a beautiful garden and a Turkish bath.
As you might guess, this was the very last thing that Bahá'u'lláh’s enemies wanted – this wasn’t the idea at all. Their plan was to have Bahá'u'lláh banished to some remote ugly place that nobody had heard of, but here in Constantinople, He was being treated with great respect.
Now the Sultan of the Ottoman Empire had two very important ministers helping him, whose names were Ali Pasha and Fuad Pasha.  The Persian Ambassador had already been telling these two ministers all sorts of falsehoods concerning Bahá'u'lláh. Sadly, they swallowed all these lies, and eventually succeeded in persuading the Sultan to act against Bahá'u'lláh.
Suddenly, everything changed. A relative of Ali pasha was sent to inform Bahá'u'lláh that a decree had been issued, banishing Him and His followers to one of the most remote and decrepit cities in the north of Turkey, called Adrianople. This was a horrible blow, and made Bahá'u'lláh very angry.  His first reaction was to stand His ground and refuse to move. He and His followers were fully prepared to accept martyrdom. However, in the party was Bahá'u'lláh’s half brother Mirza Yayha. He was as different from Bahá'u'lláh as you could ever imagine, and he was frightened. By saying that if the men were all killed, life would be very bad for the women and children, he finally persuaded Bahá'u'lláh to accept the decree of banishment to Adrianople. So here we have a Manifestation of God, given the task of transforming the world, being forced to move from one place to another, with His enemies continually snapping at His heels like a pack of wolves. But you know, and I know, that nothing could prevent Bahá'u'lláh from fulfilling His mission.
Happy (old) New Year! – and be good                              …………..Michael
