CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children!  I hope you are well and happy. I wonder if you have started decorating the school for Christmas? There are certainly a lot of Very Special Birthdays just now. We celebrated the Birth of the Bab in October, the birth of Bahá’u’lláh in November and in December it will be the Birth of Christ. But there is someone else Who is Very Special Whose Birthday we also remember in November – now Who is that? Did you say 'Abdu'l-Baha?  Well, if you did, you would be right. Do you remember the Birthday of 'Abdu'l-Baha?  Well it was actually on a Very Special Day – in fact the 23rd.May 1844.  It is all questions this month, isn’t it?  I don’t think I need ask what was so Special about 23rd.May 1844.  Yes - it was the Declaration of the Bab!

Now, you know that 'Abdu'l-Baha was the son of Bahá'u'lláh, and although not a Manifestation of God, His knowledge and understanding was much much greater, than that of a normal man.  Bahá'u'lláh, of course, knew this, and appointed 'Abdu'l-Baha as the Centre of the Covenant.  He said that after His Days, all should turn to 'Abdu'l-Baha Who was the only one allowed to interpret and explain Bahá'u'lláh’s writings.  This was very important as it prevented lots of people coming up with their own ideas about the meaning of some of Bahá'u'lláh’s writings. So 'Abdu'l-Baha played an enormously significant part in not only teaching the faith, but also in preventing break-away groups with their own interpretations of the writings of Bahá'u'lláh.  November 26th. is called the Day of the Covenant, when we remember the role played by 'Abdu'l-Baha as the sole interpreter of the words of Bahá'u'lláh.

Now, in spite of the vital part played by 'Abdu'l-Baha in the development of the Faith, He was a very humble Man. He always used to say “I am the servant – the servant of the Glory” (meaning Bahá'u'lláh). Although His Birthday was on 23rd.May,  'Abdu'l-Baha would not let His friends celebrate on this day. He did not wish anything be taken from the importance of the Declaration of the Bab.  So He said, “If you want to celebrate my birthday – then let it be on 26th.November.”  So now you see why we celebrate yet another Birthday in November. 

As we get into December, everyone is thinking about Christmas, and the birth of Jesus. When He grew up, He taught people with parables – stories which helped them understand what He wished to teach them.  He promised that one day He would return as He had many more things to say which those around Him at the time would not be able to understand.

You are one of those fortunate to know that Jesus fulfilled that promise, and returned with a New Name – Baha’u’llah. Be happy at Christmas, and remember the words of Jesus  - “I will come again”  …….…Michael

