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Feasts 
FEAST OF KALIMAT (WORDS)

Poole                      8 PM  Sunday 13th.July with Pauline & Terry 

            Shephard, 52 Slepe Crescent, Parkstone,



            Poole.                                              Tel:  749500                                                                                                                                                                                

Bournemouth.       8 PM Monday 14th. July with Rosita Abraham,

                               4 Heathwood Rd., Talbot Heath, Bournemouth 
                                                             Tel:387765

Christchurch         Friends are invited to join Bournemouth for this Feast      

FEAST OF KAMAL (PERFECTION)

Christchurch      To be arranged

Bournemouth.  Friends are invited to join Bournemouth for this Feast

Poole                 8 PM  Friday 1st. August with Aref and  

                          Rakshandeh Kassiri, 8 Marshwood Avenue,

                          Poole.   (provisional)                            Tel: 601178                                                                   
FIRESIDES

Poole            8 PM  Thursdays  17th.& 31st.July with Sally & Mike Tempest, 

8 Scarf Rd., Canford Heath, Poole.  




                                                            Tel:  382377

CHILDREN’S CLASSES

  Please contact Vafa Kouchekzadeh for details.            Tel: 426617

Holy Day

The Martyrdom of the Bab

Bournemouth      11.30 AM Wednesday 9th.July, with Sally & Mike Tempest                        

                            8 Scarf Road, Canford Heath, Poole                                                                  

Tel:382377



       All Welcome

LSA MEETINGS

Poole           6.30 PM, Sunday 6th.July  with Simin & Abbas Osquoie, 3 St.Brelades, 24 Blake Hill Avenue, Parkstone,                                                                                                                                                                                                                       Poole.                                                               Tel:700962     

                   Please phone Terry Shephard to confirm 749500

Bournemouth          8.00 PM Monday 7th.July  with  Genie Stone

                                 at ‘Ilford’, Waterloo Rd., Bournemouth 

                                                                                                Tel:240173                                                                                                                                                        

Study Circle:           8 PM   Wednesday 16th.July,  with Mahrou                                   Book 2                     Brown,  9 Branksome Hill Rd., Bournemouth

                                                                                               Tel: 766172

Deepening Meetings
 

Invitation to join us for the following deepening sessions in Brighton

 

1. Sunday 6th July at 10.30 AM with Khazeh Fananapazir. The  meeting is open to all
Please bring  a Potluck lunch

2. Saturday 2nd. August at 10.30 AM with Wendi Momen.
Study of the writings of the Beloved Guardian: World Order letters
This meeting is organised in view of the Ridvan message from the Universal House of Justice asking us to study the writings of the Beloved Guardian.
Please bring a Potluck lunch

Hope you are able to join us.  If you would like to attend please let me know so that we can confirm the details of the venue as this will be dependent on numbers attending.  Many many thanks

 Mojgan Hajatdoost-Sani                                                                      cco@onetel.net.uk          

Letter from the Editor

Dear Friends,

Allah’u’Abha.  I trust you are well. This Newsletter is coming rather early, as an acute shortage of staff is likely to occur before June is out! 

It has been a great pleasure to have received contributions from both Dermod Knox and Beatrice Kent in the last two months. Links with major events in the history of the faith always make interesting reading.  Do please trawl your memories for links such as these. Who knows how many more fascinating stories are tucked away, just waiting for the impetus to emerge into the daylight?  I’m sure that there are many tales yet to be told. Please share them!

Have you got a copy of the document from the National Teaching Centre, entitled ‘Building Momentum’?  It is a beautifully constructed writing, giving a very clear picture of the structured approach to the development of the Faith, which is now taking place all over the world. We are all privileged to be part of the process, and need to appreciate the full import of the process.  If you would like a copy Emailed or as a printed document please contact me.

We are all part of history in the making, and many world events will surely be seen in the light of the growth of the Faith in future years.  In the Ridvan 2003 message from the Universal House of Justice, we are referred to  letters of Shoghi Effendi, published in the “World Order of Baha’u’llah.”

You will have already seen above that two deepening meetings have been arranged in this connection.

The Beloved Guardian had a magnificent command of the English language, -certainly no mere coincidence, and we are fortunate indeed to have not only the benefit of his many translations of the writings into English, but also of his knowledge and understanding of the place of the Faith in the world.  

Dwell on the grandeur of the language, as Shoghi Effendi describes in his inimitable style, the inception of the Faith in America.

‘Announced through the mouth of an avowed supporter of that narrow ecclesiasticism which the Faith itself has challenged and seeks to extirpate, characterized at the moment of its birth as an obscure offshoot of a contemptible creed, the Message of the Most Great Name, fed by streams of unceasing trial and warmed by the sunshine of 'Abdu'l-Baha's tender care, has succeeded in driving its roots deep into America's genial soil, has in less than half a century sent out its shoots and tendrils as far as the remotest corners of the globe, and now stands, clothed in the majesty of the consecrated Edifice it has reared in the heart of that continent, determined to proclaim its right and vindicate its capacity to redeem a stricken people.’ 
With loving Bahá’í greetings,
The Editor
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Please remember in your Prayers….

 Marbella Hawley, Simin Osqouie, Jim Grimshaw, Eileen West, Alan Atkinson & Parvin Safaie Fard 

For changes in the prayer list, please contact the Editor
New Address

Enid Lewis is moving. After  20th June  Enid will be found at
Flat 8,

Wellington Court,

10 Poole Road,

Bournemouth                Tel:766722

We wish you every happiness in your new home!

O peoples of the world!  The Sun of truth has risen to illumine the whole earth and to spiritualize the community of man Laudable are the results and the fruits thereof, abundant the holy evidences derived from this grace. This is mercy unalloyed and purest bounty; it is light for the world and all its peoples; it is harmony and fellowship, love and solidarity; indeed it is compassion and unity, and the end of foreignness; it is being at one, in complete dignity and freedom, with all the earth.

'Abdu'l-Baha
During National Convention, a beautiful passage from 'Abdu'l-Baha was read, and the reader kindly provided a copy which is reproduced below.

O ye believers of God! Be not concerned with the smallness of your numbers, neither be oppressed by the multitude of an unbelieving world. Five grains of wheat will be endued with heavenly blessing, whereas a thousand tons of tares will yield no results or effect. One fruitful tree will be conducive to the life of society whereas a thousand forests of wild trees offer no fruits. The plain is covered with pebbles, but precious stones are rare.
One pearl is better than a thousand wildernesses of sand, especially this pearl of great price, which is endowed with divine blessing. Erelong thousands of other pearls will be born of it. When that pearl associates and becomes the intimate of the pebbles, they also all change into pearls. ... rest ye not, seek ye no composure, attach not yourselves to the luxuries of this ephemeral world, free yourselves from every attachment, and strive with heart and soul to become fully established in the Kingdom of God. Gain ye the heavenly treasures. Day by day become ye more illumined. Draw ye nearer and nearer unto the threshold of oneness. Become ye the manifestors of spiritual favours and the dawning-places of infinite lights. 

'Abdu'l-Baha

Tablets of the Divine Plan  pp.95-96

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION

Thursday 24th.July 2003. Please send all information to Mike Tempest, 

8 Scarf Rd., Canford Heath, POOLE,  BH17 8QQ Tel:01202 382377

Email Michael.Tempest@ntlworld.com or miketempest@lineone.net
The Bab

This month our thoughts turn to that wondrous figure the Bab, Who arose as a brilliant star lighting a land that had lain long in the dark shadows of the night.  At the appointed hour foretold two thousand three hundred years before, He arose to proclaim the dawning of a New Day. The Bab was, in truth the Dawn, heralding the rising of the Sun of Truth destined to illumine the world for a full thousand years.  

We live in the world during a time of immense significance; the Cycle of Fulfillment has dawned. The transition was of such significance that for the first time in our knowledge two Messengers from God were on the planet at the time. However it must be remembered that the martyrdom of the Bab occurred  before Baha’u’llah’s vision in the Siyah-Chal, and so the Divine Spirit passed as a torch from the Bab to Baha’u’llah almost without interruption.  

This brings to mind those beautiful words in St.John’s gospel “ and the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.”  This leads on to those words immortalized in Handel’s Messiah from the Book of Job “I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth.”

There are many uncanny parallels between the life of the Bab, and that of Jesus. When Jesus was twelve, He went missing, and when Mary and Joseph found Him, He was seated with the leaders in the temple who were “astonished at His understanding.”  Jesus was surprised at the concern of Mary and Joseph and said “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?”   The Bab also went missing when young, and when found, quietly explained that he had been in the House of His Grandfather, implying, of course, Muhammad.  

During their ministries, both Jesus and the Bab challenged the time honoured laws and conventions that beset them on every side, arousing violent opposition. They condemned the unbridled corruption and graft which was an integral part of life in their times and both were condemned to martyrdom because the religious leaders could not stand the dazzling Light, which they shone upon the earth.

Before He was martyred the Bab spoke these final words: 

“Had ye believed in Me, O wayward generation, every one of you would have followed the example of this youth, who stood in rank above most of you, and willingly would have sacrificed  himself in My path. The day will come when you will have recognized Me; that day I shall have ceased to be with you.” 

CHILDREN’S  CORNER

Hello children,

I hope you are well – probably very busy with exams just now.  Go to it and show everyone just what you can do!

This month we are going to talk about miracles.  Do you know what a miracle is?  Well, it is something that you would think absolutely impossible.  Now, were I to ask you, who do you think could perform miracles, what would you say?  Maybe you would think of a famous magician like David Blaine, but no, this is not the answer. You see people that perform seemingly impossible feats on stage are really called illusionists. They are very clever, but they are tricking you into thinking something impossible has happened – and they are very good at it. But there have been those in the world that could really perform miracles – and who are they? – The Manifestations of God. 

Whenever a Manifestation of God has visited the earth, people always ask for a miracle as proof of the infinite power granted to the Messenger from God. However, no Manifestation has ever sought to use a miracle to prove His authority.  You see, when anyone recognized that Baha’u’llah  was a Manifestation of God, he certainly did not need a miracle to prove it.

This month, we remember the Martyrdom of the Bab, Who was executed in  1850.  Although many had recognized the Bab’s station as a Manifestation of God, sadly many had not – notably the religious leaders.  This, of course, was just the same  situation as occurred in the days of Jesus.

On the morning of 9th.July 1850, the Bab was in a prison cell in Tabriz talking with His secretary. The conversation was suddenly interrupted by an official

who insisted that the Bab leave His prison cell and go to the place of execution in the barrack square, where thousands had gathered to witness the event.  However, the Bab had not finished what He wished to say to His secretary, and said to the official “Not until I have said to him all that I wish to say, can any earthly power silence Me. Though all the world be armed against Me, yet shall they be powerless to deter me from fulfilling, to the last word, My intention.”  

The Bab was suspended with a disciple before 750 riflemen in the barrack Square.  The command was given, and there was a deafening roar from the guns.  Smoke and dust filled the air, and, as it gradually cleared, the crowd could hardly believe their eyes.  They could make out the disciple standing 

unhurt and alone before the multitude. The Bab had vanished!  A frantic search  began – and where do you think the Bab was found? Yes, He was back in His cell finishing the instructions He was giving to His secretary, before He was so rudely interrupted.  The Bab had the power given to all Manifestations, and on this occasion He used it.   

Work hard – the holidays are coming!                     ……………….Michael

The Master



Episode 38

'Abdu'l-Baha was in London, and had already spoken at the City Temple in Holborn. Soon after His arrival, He received Archdeacon Wilberforce, and the latter invited the Master to speak at St.John’s Westminster on 17th.September 1911.  These are His words:

“O noble Friends! O Seekers for the Kingdom of God! Man all over  the world is seeking for God. All that exists is God; but the Reality of Divinity is holy above all understanding.

The pictures of Divinity that come to our mind are the product  of our fancy; they exist in the realm of our imagination. They are not adequate to the Truth; truth in its essence cannot be put into words.

Divinity cannot be comprehended because it is comprehending
Man, who has also a real existence, is comprehended by God; therefore, the Divinity which man can understand is partial; it is not complete. Divinity is actual Truth and real existence, and not any representation of it, Divinity contains All, and is not contained …… 

But the Essence of Divinity, the Sun of Truth, shines forth upon all horizons and is spreading its rays upon all things. Each creature is the recipient of some portion at power, and man, who contains the perfection of the mineral, the vegetable and animal, as well as his own distinctive qualities, has become the noblest of created beings. It stands written that he is made in the Image of God. Mysteries that were hidden he discovers; and secrets that were concealed he brings into the light. By science and by Art he brings hidden powers into the region of the visible world. Man perceives the hidden law in created things and co-operates with it…..

If we claim that the sun is seen in the mirror, we do not mean that the sun itself has descended from the holy heights of his heaven and entered into the mirror! This is impossible! The Divine Nature is seen in the Manifestations and its Light and Splendour are visible in extreme glory.

Therefore, men have always been taught and led by the Prophets of God. The Prophets of God are the Mediators of God. All the Prophets and Messengers have come from One Holy Spirit and bear the Message of God, fitted to the age in which they appear. The One Light is in them and they are one with each other. But the Eternal does not become phenomenal; neither can the phenomenal become Eternal.
 Saint Paul, the great Apostle, said : 'We all, with open face beholding as in a mirror the glory of God, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

Then 'Abdu'l-Baha lifted up His hands and ended the discourse with a prayer:

“O God the Forgiver! O Heavenly Educator! This assembly is adorned with the mention of Thy holy Name. Thy children turn their faces towards Thy Kingdom, hearts are made happy and souls are comforted. 

Merciful God!  Cause us to repent of our shortcomings! Accept us in Thy heavenly Kingdom and give unto us an abode where there shall be no error. Give us peace; give us knowledge, and open unto us the gates of Thy heaven.

Thou art the Giver of all! Thou art the Forgiver! Thou art the Merciful.”
To be continued
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