CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello Children!  I hope you are well and happy, and have enjoyed Ridvan, 

that very special time when Bahá'u'lláh told those close to Him that He was the one referred to by the Bab as (do you remember?) ‘Him Whom God shall make manifest’. Just in case you don’t know, manifest means ‘to show plainly’. So the Bab meant that when the time was right, God would show plainly that Bahá'u'lláh was a Manifestation of God Himself.

Now, you would think that when God sends a special Messenger to all the people on earth, that all would listen and be thankful, but sadly, this is never the case. Indeed, all the Messengers from God (can you remember their names?), have had a terrible time at the very hands of those they had come to help.  Well, of course, Bahá'u'lláh was no exception, and suffered all His life at the hands of His enemies.  

Strange as it may seem, one of Bahá'u'lláh’s greatest enemies was His own half-brother, Mirza Yayha. You may remember the story of the barber Ustad Muhammad, who was bribed to assassinate Bahá'u'lláh. He came upon Bahá'u'lláh, walking in the street with a companion. The barber was so frightened that he dropped his gun.  Bahá'u'lláh asked His companion to return the gun to the barber, and point out the way home, as the barber had got a ‘little confused’! Who do you think bribed the barber? Yes – it was Mirza Yayha.  On another occasion Mirza Yahya put poison in Bahá'u'lláh’s tea. Finally, Bahá'u'lláh sent Mirza Yahya a letter clearly stating His Mission. Mirza Yahya thought for several days, and then replied he had received an independent revelation from God and that all the people on earth should submit to his will! 

This was just too much! Baha’u’llah had, time and time again, forgiven Mirza ‘Yahya for all his wrong doings, but to lay claim to Bahá'u'lláh’s own station was too much. A public confrontation was arranged, and Mirza Yahya promised to be there to face Bahá'u'lláh. What do you think happened?  Well, as you might have guessed, although Bahá'u'lláh waited for him, Mirza Yahya never appeared. 

After this, Mirza Yahya was finally expelled from the community. It is a strange tale, but a Manifestation never uses His supreme power to shield His human personality or physical body from all the cruelties and scorn heaped upon Him.

Years later, Bahá'u'lláh, was to write in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, “fear not because of thy deeds … return unto God, humble, submissive and lowly   … He will put away thy sins  … thy Lord is the Forgiving, the Mighty, the All-Merciful”
 So, you see, in spite of all the things that Mirza Yahya had done to harm and hurt Bahá'u'lláh, still Bahá'u'lláh forgave him. That is, truly, the love of God.

Have fun, be good and be kind                                    …………….Michael

