CHILDREN’S CORNER

Hello Children! I hope you are well, and enjoying the nice Spring weather. The New Year has arrived, and we are now in the 160th. year of the Bahá’í Era. So the New Year began on 21st March (which is the first day of Spring); and what special event do we celebrate on 21st. April?  Yes – the answer is Ridvan (pronounced Rizvan in English). It is a very special time, and that is why we talk about it every year in Children’s Corner.  Why do we call it the Festival of Ridvan?  Where did the name come from?

In order to answer this, we have to go back in time to the days when Baha’u’llah and His companions were living in Baghdad.  As you will, I am sure, remember, Baha’u’llah had been exiled from Persia to Baghdad in Iraq, after He had upheld the Cause of the Bab.  There were many followers of the Bab in Baghdad, and they had been living in very difficult circumstances. Gradually the presence of Bahá’u’lláh calmed their fears, and they started to be happy again.  The great power, the strength and the love of Baha’u’llah was not only felt by the Babis (followers of the Bab), but also by all the people living in Baghdad.  Bahá'u'lláh’s enemies were gnashing their teeth again. Whenever they laid an evil plan, Baha’u’llah defeated them.  So they hatched another plot, and persuaded Sultan 'Abdu'l Aziz to invite Baha’u’llah, His family, and some of His companions to visit Constantinople. Everyone knew that Baha’u’llah would be prevented from returning to all His friends in Baghdad, and it was a terrible blow. The impact that Bahá'u'lláh had made on the whole population in the area was tremendous, and they all wondered how they were going to manage without His presence.  

A long journey lay ahead, and considerable preparations had to be made.  About forty people were involved and carriages for the ladies and children had to be prepared. 

For the last twelve days of His stay in Baghdad, Bahá'u'lláh moved to the  Najibiyyih garden,   -   the Garden of Ridvan  (Paradise). Whilst staying with His companions in the Ridvan garden, Bahá'u'lláh told His closest companions that He was the Messenger of God promised to them by the Bab.  So this is why we celebrate the Festival of Ridvan.  During these very special days, visitors streamed into His tent from morning until night, each gaining an experience that they would remember forever.

Finally on 2nd. May 1863, the day came for the departure of Bahá'u'lláh, His family and His companions for Constantinople.  The mules were loaded, and the ladies and children safely aboard their howdahs, when the magnificent red roan stallion was brought out for Bahá'u'lláh to mount. And so the procession set off amidst scenes of unbearable distress, some people throwing themselves in the path of Bahá'u'lláh’s horse. Such is the power of a Manifestation of God.

Happy Ridvan                                                                    ………….Michael

