CHILDREN’S CORNER

Hello children!  How are you today? Busy with your books? There is certainly plenty to learn.  One thing you do know is that it is Bahá'u'lláh’s Birthday this month, and I am sure that you know the day.  Yes, it was November 12th. in the year 1817; and the place was Tehran (sometimes it is spelt Tihran or Teheran in English).  His father was Mirza Abbas-i-Nuri, who later became known as Mirza Buzurg.  The latter name (that is Mirza Buzurg) was actually a title bestowed upon him by the Shah. 

In those days, beautiful writing (called calligraphy) was greatly admired, and one day, the Shah was shown such beautiful writing by Mir Imad,

a celebrated calligrapher, that he wondered if there were anyone else capable of such artistry.  Bahá'u'lláh’s father was challenged to match the masterpiece, and created such a beautiful copy (adding some additional lines of his own) that the Shah bestowed the title of Mirza Buzurg-i-Vazir upon him.  After this he became an important figure in Court circles.

Bahá'u'lláh’s mother was named Khadijih Khánum. Whilst we are on the subject of names, Bahá'u'lláh is, of course, also a title, meaning the Glory of God.  His name was Mirza Husayn-Ali.

Even when a baby, it soon became clear that He was very different from other babies. He never cried, He was never restless. When He was about five years old He had a strange dream. He was in a garden and huge birds were swooping down and attacking Him, but every time they missed and flew away.  Then Bahá'u'lláh found Himself in the sea.  The water was very calm and His hair spread out around His head, floating on the surface of the water. Soon, fishes swarmed around Him, and each took a strand of hair in its mouth. As He swam freely, all the fish swam with Him, so that not a single hair was broken.

The young child related this strange dream to His father, who sent for a man who claimed to be an interpreter of dreams. Having listened carefully to all the details, the man explained to Mirza Buzurg that the sea represented all the world. The birds and the fishes were the peoples of the world, trying to attack his son, but they were all powerless to stop Him achieving His purpose. Mirza Buzurg was told that the young Mirza Husayn-Ali would proclaim something of great importance related to the minds of men, and that He would triumph over all those seeking to stop Him. 

From an early age Bahá'u'lláh showed innate wisdom and knowledge, just like the Bab. He loved the beauty of the countryside and became an expert horseman. Throughout His early life He showed great care and love for all around Him, and as a young man became known as the “Father of the Poor”, as He was always giving to those in need. He was also a wonderful calligrapher. Do you remember the story of the Hermit of Kurdistan?  Think hard! Be good; enjoy a Very Special Birthday!           …………Michael
