CHILDREN’S  CORNER

Hello children,

I hope you are well – probably very busy with exams at this time of the year. 

Work hard – you will be very pleased you did later on.

Just for a little while lets think on something that will change the world. Do you remember something that happened during July?  I’ll give you a clue – it happened 152 years ago, in fact on July 9th. Have you remembered?  Yes, it was the martyrdom of the Bab. 

The Bab was a Very Special Person born in Persia (now called Iran) on 20th.October 1819. He was the son of Siyyid Muhammad Rida, and His mother was named Fatimih-Bagum. Now Siyyid means that someone is descended from Muhhamad, so that means that the Bab could trace His family tree right back to Muhammad.

Sadly, the Bab’s father died when the Bab was only nine years old, and He was brought up by His maternal uncle. From a very early age it was clear to everyone that the Bab was different from those around Him. His schoolmaster soon found that he was unable to teach the Bab anything, because the Bab knew more than he.  However the Bab was told that He must go to school like other children, so He kept quiet about all He knew as He did not want to make His teacher look small.  Just now and then, when they all had a problem, the Bab would explain – to everyone’s amazement.

Well, as you know, the Bab had a tremendous job to do. His mission was to awaken His generation to the dawning of a New Day; rather like the turning of the page of a book.  In this New Day would appear a Great Being Who was going to change the world! The Bab always referred to Him as ‘Him Whom God shall make manifest’.  I say always, but this is not quite true because on one occasion, the Bab let slip His Name – and the Name was ? Yes 

Baha’u’llah. So, just as John the Baptist came to prepare the way for Jesus, the Bab came to prepare the way for Baha'u'llah. So one Manifestation of God came to the world to prepare the way for a second Manifestation. That gives you an idea of how important a time it was in the history of the world.

Just as in the time of Jesus, most of the people of the time failed to realise that the Bab was a Manifestation of God. And again, just as at the time of Jesus, the religious leaders were afraid that they would lose their authority to this wondrous figure so they caused Him to die.  Before He died he told His followers to wait for the year nine, and in the ninth year after the Declaration of the Bab, Baha'u'llah received His vision in the Siyah-Chal.  Be good, and thankful for that Wonderful Figure – the Bab.                                ….Michael

