CHILDREN’S  CORNER
Hello children!  I hope you are well and busy learning more every day. Your mind is like a wonderful computer that stores up knowledge all the time. In fact your memory is bigger than the memory of the biggest computers around! The problem comes when we try to find where the information was stored in our mind – but that is another story!

We have been talking about Queen Victoria lately. When Baha'u'llah was writing to Queen Victoria, He closed with a special prayer written just for her, which was a great honour.  Although Queen Victoria never became a Bahá’í, she said “If this is of God, it will endure”, and our monarchy has survived, whereas many have not. 

The first Queen to become a Bahá’í was Queen Marie of Rumania, and she was a grand-daughter of Queen Victoria! In fact, Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian, had Baha'u'llah’s tablet to Queen Victoria copied in fine Persian calligraphy and sent  to the Queen as a very beautiful present. One day you will probably be able to visit the Universal House of Justice in Haifa.  There is a picture of Queen Marie hanging on the wall and a lot of information about her. 

Baha'u'llah has written a lot about Kings and Queens.  Unfortunately, when Baha'u'llah was living on earth, there were not many good Kings about.  We have talked about them before, do you remember – all puffed up with pride and full of their own importance!  So these Kings had to go, and at present, there are not many monarchies about – that is countries having a King and Queen.  Happily, we still have our Queen, and perhaps you will see some of the excitement of the Golden Jubilee celebrations.

In future, Baha'u'llah’s writings indicate that there will be more monarchies once again, and that means more Kings and Queens. 

The Universal House of Justice stands, of course, on Mount Carmel, and if you stand on the steps at the front of the building, and look out over Haifa Bay, you can see a road way below, pointing straight up towards the Universal House of Justice.  At present it is called Ben Gurion Avenue, but I’ll let you into a secret; one day it is going to be renamed The Avenue of Kings. In future Kings and Queens of the world will walk up the Avenue of Kings, to pay homage to Baha'u'llah – the King of Kings.

And finally a prayer of 'Abdu'l-Baha just for you;

Lord, plant this tender seedling in the garden of Thy manifold bounties, water it from the fountains of Thy loving-kindness and grant that it may grow into a goodly plant through the outpourings of Thy favour and grace. Thou art the Mighty and Powerful.

Enjoy the celebrations!                                                                    …..Michael

