CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello Children!  I hope you are well and happy, and have enjoyed Ridvan, which is a very special time of year. In fact, it is so special that today we are going to talk about it once more. Do you remember the red roan stallion? No? 

Well, as I am sure you remember, it all started in that terrible dungeon, the Siyah-Chal, when Baha'u'llah had that wondrous vision. This was the moment when Baha'u'llah was invested with all the powers of a Manifestation of God. This happened during the summer of 1852. This was such an important event that it will affect the world for thousands of years to come!  Now how could Baha'u'llah possibly explain that to anyone?  They simply would be incapable of understanding.  Well Baha'u'llah decided to keep the experience to Himself for the time being. After being finally freed from the Siyah-Chal, He was exiled to Baghdad in Iraq, and during this time, Baha'u'llah restored the Babi community, which had been scattered in disarray during the terrible persecution after the martyrdom of the Bab. 

Sadly, Baha'u'llah had many enemies in Persia, and they finally managed to get the Sultan of Persia to issue a decree, inviting Baha'u'llah to go to Constantinople in 1863. By this time Baha'u'llah was renowned all over the city and beyond for His wisdom, His knowledge, His kindness, His generosity, and His love for everyone. In fact, the people loved Him so much that they would willingly give their lives for Him. Such are the powers of a Manifestation of God.  Well, you can imagine the consternation when the news spread that Baha'u'llah was to leave Baghdad for Constantinople.

But it had to be.  In preparation for the journey of some four hundred miles, Baha'u'llah was taken over the river Tigris to the garden of Najib Pasha on April 22nd. 1863.  It was a wonderful time of year with the roses at their very best, filling the air with a beautiful fragrance. Baha'u'llah stayed in this wonderful garden (subsequently called the Garden of Ridvan which means Paradise) for twelve days.  

It was in these perfect surroundings that Baha'u'llah finally revealed to 'Abdu'l-Baha, and just four others, that He was in fact the One referred to by the Bab as ‘Him Whom God shall make manifest’. Even then, they were told to keep it a secret. 

And so, finally, all the mules were loaded, all the ladies and children were settled in their howdahs, and the caravan set out on its journey with Baha'u'llah at the front, mounted on a magnificent red roan stallion.

Be happy, be good (well, at least fairly good)                    …….Michael

