CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children!  Did you have a happy Christmas – I hope so.  Did you remember the real reason for our celebrations?  

One of the earliest recorded Manifestations of God was called Krishna, and He said – I am the Great Spirit, which comes from Age to Age.  We have talked about this before. Do you remember?  What part of you is really you? Is it your left knee, or your nose or even your heart?  No – it is none of these. Let’s think of it this way.  Your brain is like a super computer.  So, imagine that your brain is a computer and you are sitting in front of it.  Now this computer won’t do anything all by itself, will it?  First you have to switch it on; then you have to tell it what to do.

Similarly, your brain won’t do anything all by itself – the real you, the spirit, which is not part of your body at all, has to tell it what to do.

And so you see, the Great Spirit which was in Krishna, but not part of His body, is the Great Spirit which comes from Age to Age.  It is important that you understand this, because it will enable you to understand lots of other things as well.

I promised months ago to get back to one of the Principles of the Bahá’í Faith – The Unfettered Search after Truth. Now a fetter is something which restrains – like handcuffs; so to be unfettered means free, -  not tied up in any way.  It’s a funny thing, but did you know that the mind can be tied up?  And the ropes that tie up the mind, are the ropes of prejudice.  Prejudice is to do with pre-judging – in other words coming up with answers without knowing the facts.  So your mind has to be free as the wind, so that you can explore all the wonders around you. 

We probably find more prejudice in religion than anywhere else, which is very sad, and holds back the progress of humanity. 

We have just been remembering the birth of Jesus; you know that He was laid in a manger for a bed; and what was the bedding? Yes – it was straw. And you remember the star that the Wise Men followed?

Now – do you remember the name Zoroaster? Yes - He was also a Manifestation of God.  He told His followers that He would come again, and when He returned He would be found lying under a star, cradled in straw. And so you have the Great Spirit which comes from age to age.

Well, I was going to tell what happened when Baha’u’llah wrote to the Czar of Russia, but that will have to wait for another day. Instead, we will close with a prayer from 'Abdu'l-Baha.

Lord! Plant this tender seedling in the garden of Thy manifold bounties, water it from the fountains of Thy loving-kindness, and grant that it may grow into a goodly plant through the outpourings of Thy favour and grace. Thou art the Mighty and Powerful.        

  Be good, be happy



                    …… 
Michael

