CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello Children,  

So the Summer holidays have come at last. I know when I was young, I just couldn’t wait for them to begin! Now you have lots of time to do just what you want to do.  So, now lets think about Baha’u’llah. Last month I told you about the time Baha'u'llah wrote to Pope Pius IX (IX means nine in Latin – did you remember?).  Well, today we are going to talk about the time when Baha’u’llah wrote to the ruler of Persia. His name was Nasiri’d-Din Shah.  Now, there have been good Kings and bad Kings, and sadly Nasiri’d Din Shah was a bad King.  He it was, who ordered the execution of the Bab. He caused Baha'u'llah to be put in the Siyah Chal, and he incited terrible persecution of the Babis.

Once again Baha'u'llah took up His pen, but instead of pointing out to the Shah all his wrong doings, Baha'u'llah shared with him the incredible experience in the Siyah-Chal, when God showed Him that He was to be a Messenger from God to all the world.  This is such a special event that it only happens once in about a thousand years.

At this time Baha'u'llah was lying chained to the cold wet floor in pitch darkness. No words could really describe how bad it was in that terrible dungeon. This is how Baha'u'llah described what happened:

“O King! I was but a man like others, asleep upon My couch, when lo, the breezes of the All-Glorious were wafted over Me, and taught me the knowledge of all that hath been.  This thing is not from Me, but from One Who is Almighty and All-Knowing”.

Those words are very special, and you will come upon them many times in your life. Read them again, and lets think about them.  At that moment when Baha'u'llah was awakened from His sleep, He was told that He was to be God’s Messenger for this age – in fact for the next 1000 years!  He was given knowledge of everything, and He was shown what He was to teach the human race.  Every Manifestation of God has this incredible experience, and, although we cannot imagine it, we can see the results.  There are now six million people in the world, who know that Baha'u'llah has lived on this earth, and these followers, the Baha’is’ know those amazing words, that you have just read.

Lets finish today with a prayer of 'Abdu'l-Baha.

Lord! Plant this tender seedling in the garden of Thy manifold bounties, water it from the fountains of Thy loving kindness, and grant that it may grow into a goodly plant through the outpourings of Thy favour and grace. Thou art the Mighty and Powerful.

Have a very happy holiday                                       ………….Michael

