CHILDREN’S  CORNER

Hello children,

I hope you are well – probably very busy with exams at this time of the year. There is such a lot to learn, isn’t there?  All the time you are learning, you are also learning how to make your mind think.  Thinking is a very wonderful thing. Imagine all the stars in the sky – not one of them can think – but you can! The ability to think is a gift from God.  

Last month we had reached the stage in our story of the life of Baha’u’llah, where He had just written to Pope Pius IX.  Now Baha'u'llah was asking the Pope to really think. He had written “Rend the veils asunder!”  Do you remember? 

Now, you know that the Pope is head of the Catholic Church, which is part of the Christian Faith.  So the Pope was very knowledgeable about the Bible. He knew that Jesus had said that there were many things that He would have liked to tell His disciples (or followers) but they would not be able to understand Him yet.

Imagine your teacher saying, “Today we are going to discuss partial differential equations”, that wouldn’t help you at all, because you would not understand what he was talking about!  So it is with the whole human race; as time goes by we learn more things, and are capable of understanding more things.

So Jesus told His followers that another Messenger (or Manifestation) would come to the earth to teach us more when we were ready.  Can you imagine the Pope reading a letter in 1870, which said “The Word which the Son concealed is made manifest”.  In other words, this means that the Messenger foretold by Jesus is now here on earth! This is just the greatest, the most wonderful news that anyone could ever hear!  “Baha'u'llah went on to say “Sell all the embellished ornaments thou dost possess, and expend them in the path of God.”

Now, Pope Pius IX was really being asked to think.  He knew that Jesus had promised that a new Messenger would come and “lead us into all truth”.  He was being asked to sell all his worldly goods, to leave the Kingdoms to the Kings. He was told in the letter from Baha'u'llah that should anyone offer him all the treasures of the earth, that he, the Pope, should not even glance at them.

In fact, Baha'u'llah told the Pope to follow Him, just as Jesus had told His disciples follow Him about 1800 years earlier.  What did the Pope do? Well, he was so shaken by the letter from Baha'u'llah, that he never replied!  Soon after this, Rome was attacked, and Pope Pius IX was confined to a small area, all the lands formerly controlled by the Pope having been taken from him.  If only Pope Pius IX had really been able to think things out …….Be good, work hard – the summer holidays are coming!                                                                        ……..Michael

