CHILDREN’S  CORNER
Hello children!  Are you getting out into the beautiful sunshine?  What a difference it makes when the sun shines!  Aren’t we lucky – we have a beautiful planet to live on, and a wonderful star called the sun to keep us warm and make everything grow – including you!  When a Manifestation comes to visit us, it is rather like spiritual sunshine;  the Light He brings, is the love of God.

You will remember that last month, we talked about Baha'u'llah’s letter to Kaiser Wilhelm II.  Baha'u'llah followed this with a letter to Pope Pius IX. Do you know what IX means?  It is latin, and means number 9.  You see there had been a lot of Popes called Pius, so they gave each of them a number.  It is rather like Queen Elizabeth II. 

At one time the Pope, as head of the Roman Catholic Church had tremendous temporal power, meaning great authority over earthly things, rather like the power and authority we give to an elected government.  Now Pope Pius IX liked this power, and did not want to give it up.

He must have had a big shock when he received a letter from Baha'u'llah.

What did Baha'u'llah tell the Pope?  Well, His first statement was very powerful.  “O Pope!  Rend the veils asunder.  He Who is the Lord of Lords is come overshadowed with clouds, and the decree hath been fulfilled by God, the Almighty, the Unrestrained…..”

So what does it all mean?  “Rend the veils asunder”.  Well, a veil is a very fine material rather like a net curtain.  Imagine you were wrapped up in lots of net curtains – you wouldn’t be able to see very much, would you?

Now, if you were to tear all the net curtains, or veils, apart, suddenly, you would see everything about you.  So ‘rending the veils’ really means to 

clear out of the way, all the things which prevent you from seeing things clearly.  Now, here is the difficult bit.  You can understand that if you are wrapped up in a net curtain, you cannot see where you are going, but supposing the veils are not curtains but thoughts and ideas which prevent you from seeing the truth?  Suppose you had been taught that 2 + 2 = 5

right from when you were very small.  And then suppose somebody else came along, and said “No, 2 + 2 = 4” , what would you do?  You would probably say “ No its not – its 5!”  So because you had always understood that 2 + 2 = 5,  this had become like a veil – it was hiding the real truth.

So, to find the real truth in this case, you go to somebody who understands sums.  But who has the answer when we want to understand about spiritual things?  Yes – a Manifestation of God!  

So here was a Manifestation of God, telling the Pope to ‘rend the veils asunder – He Who is the Lord of Lords is come’.  What happened next? I’ll tell you next month.  Be good ……….            
    

Michael.

