CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello Children!  Are you well? Are you happy?  I hope so, because this is a wonderful time of year, when nature is awakening in the glorious days of Springtime!  Have you seen any blossom on the trees yet?     
This is really a very good time to talk of another Springtime – a Spiritual Springtime!  So what does a Spiritual Springtime really mean?  Well, think again of the garden.  It has been all dark, damp and lifeless; as Spring comes, everything begins to awaken, the birds begin to sing, and the trees are dressed in beautiful fresh new leaves.  Everything is sparkling with new life.  When a Manifestation of God comes to the earth, His presence creates  a Spiritual Springtime.  In fact, Baha'u'llah
said “Behold, I make all things new!”
This month,   we remember that wonderful time in the Ridvan Gardens. Baha'u'llah, Who had already been exiled to Baghdad, had received a letter from Sultan ‘Abdu'l-Aziz inviting Him to Constantinople. This was, in fact, part of a plot, hatched by Baha'u'llah’s enemies in Persia.  Before His departure, Baha'u'llah stayed for twelve days in the Ridvan (pronounced Rizvan) Gardens, and here it was that Baha'u'llah finally told His family and His companions, that He was the  
‘Promised One’ – the Messenger from God foretold more than two thousand years ago.  These are His very words:
“Verily I say, this is the Day in which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised One”.
O friends! It behoveth you to refresh and revive your souls in this Divine, this soul-stirring Springtime are being showered upon you.
Never forget those wonderful words! 
We will close with a prayer from 'Abdu'l-Baha.
O beloved child!
 Praise be to God that thou hast entered the divine kingdom
 while of tender age,
 and that thou hast received a share of the manifold bounties
 of the Lord of Hosts.
 I supplicate the Almighty that thou mayest be reared in the bosom
 of the love of God,
 and attain maturity with the utmost love and ecstasy.
May the glory of the most Glorious rest upon thee!

Have a very happy Ridvan




….Michael   
