CHILDREN’S CORNER

Hello Children! How are you? Well and happy, I hope. Are you ready for a little more on the life of Baha’u’llah?  Well, last month we had come to the time when Baha’u’llah was starting to write to all the Kings and rulers of the world, and now He was writing to Napoleon III from Adrianople.  Napoleon was the most powerful King on earth at that time, and was known by millions of people, so if he listened to Baha’u’llah, and believed what He said, then he, that is Napoleon, could get the news across to lots and lots of people; and what news it was!  First Baha’u’llah told Napoleon that He was the very Messenger promised by the ‘Spirit of God’.  This is another title of Jesus. Now nobody can make a greater claim than that! 

Baha’u’llah then tells Napoleon that he should arise to serve God and help the Cause that had now been brought to the earth. At this time Napoleon was very wealthy;  Baha’u’llah told him in His letter, that if he would arise to promote the teachings of Baha’u’llah, this would be better for him than possessing all the treasures of the earth!

We have talked about the danger of important people getting puffed up with pride. Now Napoleon was very important, and boy – was he puffed up with pride.  He had so much pride that it would sink a ship!

Here was Someone telling him what to do – he just couldn’t cope with it!

He flung down the Tablet from Baha’u’llah – something beyond price – and said “If this man is God, I am two Gods”. So – Napoleon failed the test.  Like so many, he failed to recognise the Manifestation of God.  Did you know that Baha’u’llah said that recognizing the Manifestation of God, is just about the most important thing you can do in your life?  It has been a bit easier for you than Napoleon, because you learnt about Baha’u’llah when you were small.

Well, Baha’u’llah knew what Napoleon had said, and so He wrote to him again.  This time Napoleon was, in effect, told that he had failed the test, and that there would be big trouble ahead; his kingdom would be thrown into confusion, and his empire would be taken from him.  Now this was at a time when Napoleon was at the height of his powers.  No one could ever imagine that in no time at all everything would change.  But change it did.  Just as Baha’u’llah had foretold, a great battle took place (at Sedan),  and Napoleon, in just five weeks, was roundly was defeated.  His empire collapsed, France was engulfed in civil war, and Napoleon ended his days in exile. So Napoleon had failed – and paid a heavy penalty.  But now Baha’u’llah was taking up His pen again.  Who would be the next to receive a letter from Baha’u’llah?  I’ll tell you next month.

Be good and have a very happy Naw-Ruz.                            …..Michael  

