CHILDREN@’S CORNER
Hello Children! I hope you are well and happy and ready to learn more about the life of Baha'u'llah.  Last month we left Baha'u'llah in Adrianople, where He had started to write to all the Kings and Rulers of the earth.  You will remember that back in 1853, Baha'u'llah had been cast into that terrible dungeon the Siyah Chal, where He had that wonderful vision, and was told He was to be a Messenger of God for the whole world. Well, for ten whole years, Baha'u'llah did not tell people Who He was. However, by His words and His bearing, His followers were, year by year, becoming more aware that He was very, very special.

Finally, in the Garden of Ridvan in 1863, Baha'u'llah made known that He Was the Messenger Whom the Bab had promised would come after Him.

Do you remember how the Bab referred to Baha'u'llah?  The Bab used to say, “He Whom God shall make Manifest”. On one occasion the Bab did say the name Baha'u'llah, and He made a number of references to the year 1280 (this date is in the Muslim calendar, which is different from ours).  So when it was 1280 in the Muslim calendar, what year was it in our calendar?? Yes it was 1863, and, of course, the Bab was absolutely right, and Baha'u'llah’s Declaration was in 1863 in the Garden of Ridvan. 

So, now Baha'u'llah had been exiled to Adrianople, and was writing to the Kings and Rulers, because once His teachings reached the Rulers, then they could conveyed to all their subjects. However, if Baha'u'llah’s teachings were to spread fast, it was very important for the Kings and Rulers to listen and understand. Now it is a sad fact that back in the 1800’s, Kings and Rulers were not very good at listening.  Can’t you just imagine them strutting around, all puffed up with self importance (we must be fair – perhaps there were some that were no so puffed up with pride!)

Well Baha'u'llah had already written to the Sultan of Turkey. The next Ruler Baha'u'llah addressed was Napoleon III, who was Emperor of France. 

First, Baha'u'llah told Napoleon that He was the Messenger from God promised by Jesus Christ. Well, you could not imagine a more dramatic start to a letter than that! Napoleon was immediately faced with a problem – was this letter from someone of great importance or not? It is easy for us we know, but how was Napoleon to judge? Next month, we will see how Napoleon reacted to the letter.

Have a good month and be happy



…..Michael                              

