CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children!  Did you have a happy Christmas – I hope so.  Did you remember the real reason for our celebrations?  Did you remember all about the car and the Driver? 

Well, we are going to get back now to Baha'u'llah’s great journey through life. Do you remember that Baha'u'llah was first exiled to Baghdad, then to Constantinople, and then to Adrianople.  God had given Baha'u'llah the greatest task anyone could imagine;  He it was Who had to educate the whole human family.  He had already told us that one day we would reach the Most Great Peace, but first we had much to learn.  It is a very sad fact that every Manifestation Who has come to teach us has been treated very, very badly. That makes no sense at all, but it is true.

Well, Baha'u'llah was no exception, and now He was in Adrianople in Turkey.  This land was under Sultan 'Abdu'l-Aziz, and it was not long before he received a letter from Baha'u'llah.  Now a Manifestation of God knows everything, and Baha'u'llah knew that the ministers (that is the important men with the Sultan who helped govern Turkey) were not as honest and trustworthy as they should be.  So the first thing the Sultan should do, would be to choose ministers who were just, honest and trustworthy. 

Then Baha'u'llah told the Sultan that he should deal justly with his people, giving each according to his needs.  It was clear that some people were living in excessive luxury, and some people were in dire poverty.  Baha'u'llah told the Sultan that to rule over a country where such conditions existed, reflected very badly on him. Baha'u'llah told the Sultan that the people of Turkey were very important.  For if there were no people, it would not be much good being a Sultan – he would have no one to rule over!  Therefore these people were the Sultan’s treasures, and if the Sultan were wise and just, he would care for his people, and see that no one lived in terrible poverty.  Baha'u'llah told the Sultan to watch over his treasures every month, to check into their conditions, and to see that all was well.

As Baha'u'llah wrote to the Sultan, He was, in effect again writing to all rulers, giving wise guidance, and showing how those in authority should behave towards their subjects.

Do you think the Sultan listened to the wise words of Baha'u'llah? Sadly, no he did not, and he was then told by Baha'u'llah that he would lose all his lands, and that his affairs would be thrown into confusion.

In fact, the Sultan lost not only his lands but also his life,  in a disastrous war with Russia. You see, Baha'u'llah was never wrong.

Work hard, be good and have fun                          ………….Michael  

