CHILDREN’S  CORNER

Hello children,

Are you well? Are you happy? I hope so, because today we are going to have a good think.  Do you remember that last time, we had got to the time in the life of Baha’u’llah, after He had been sent to Adrianople. It had been a terrible journey through the bitter cold of winter. The first house Baha'u'llah stayed in was so cold that one night even the water in a drinking flask froze.

However, God had given Baha'u'llah the biggest job you could ever imagine –He had to change the world.  Well, not really the world, but the people living in the world.  You see, the problem is this.  When you are young, you go to school because there is a lot to learn, and how can you learn all these things without a teacher to teach you?  That is fine, and it all makes sense, because you have a teacher. But, and it is a big but, what happens when you grow up? Now, there are some people that think when they grow up, they have learnt everything. Do you think they are right? No way! We go on learning all our lives.  Now there is a very small group of very very Special People Who really do know everything. And who are they? Yes – they are called Manifestations of God;  Messengers from God Who come roughly every thousand years to teach us all and show us the way. Now, this is where you really have to think.  You see, when a Manifestation of God comes to visit us, He brings with Him Gifts from God. You could really put them in two great big boxes labelled Gifts Forever, and Gifts for Today. So what is in the Gifts Forever Box? Well, these are called spiritual truths that are true forever.  As an example, how do you like people to behave towards you? Do you like them to be kind and helpful and to be a good friend, or would you like them to be horrible? Well, we all know the answer to that one!  So how should you treat them? Do you see??  That is firmly in the Gifts Forever box!  The whole trouble is that we forget, so every time a Special Messenger comes to us He reminds us of these things.  But there is another box – the Gifts for Today box. We all know that things change as the years go by.  Just think – when Jesus came, people thought that the earth was flat, and that if you went too near the edge, you would fall off!  Now that sounds silly today, because we have been taught what a planet looks like. But could we have worked it out for ourselves?

So gradually we understand things better, and this is where the Gifts for Today box comes in. As we get a little wiser, so the Special Messenger can teach us a little more - just like the class in school.   So Baha'u'llah

came with two great big boxes, and now He was beginning to open them! So what was inside?  We’ll start looking next month.

Be happy, be good and keep learning!                                         .. Michael

