CHILDREN’S  CORNER
Hello children!  Are you well?  Are you happy?  I hope so, because you learn better when you are happy (not everyone knows that!).  So, now we have to get on because I’m a bit late this month.  Do you remember where we had got to?  Well, Baha'u'llah had been sent to Adrianople,

(try spelling that without looking – it will help you to remember the name of this city in Turkey).  The time spent by Baha’u’llah in Adrianople was very special, and very important.   You see, Baha’u’llah made a Declaration in the Garden of Ridvan, that He was the Promised One for whom everyone had been waiting; the One whose coming had been foretold by the prophets for thousands of years.  At this time the Declaration was only made to those few present – it was no major public announcement.  

However, once Baha'u'llah had arrived in Adrianople, things began to change.  Baha'u'llah started to write to all the Kings and Rulers of the earth.  Baha’u’llah really needed to speak to everyone, but this was not possible, so He decided to write to all the people in charge.  Once they understood what Baha'u'llah had to say to them, then they could apply His teachings to all the people that they governed.  

At this stage it would be a good idea to remember when Baha'u'llah began to write these great Tablets (or very special letters).  Do you remember that amazing vision that Baha'u'llah had whilst in that terrible dungeon, the Siyah-Chal.  This is when he learnt of the work He had to do, and this was in 1853.  Now Baha'u'llah arrived in Adrianople in 1863, just 10 years later.

So now Baha'u'llah started to write; He wrote separate letters to  Napoleon III, who was the Emperor of France, the Czar of Russia, our Queen Victoria, the Pope, the head of all the Roman Catholics, the Shah of Persia and ‘Abdu'l-Aziz who was the Sultan of Turkey, but this was only the start.  Baha'u'llah went on to write to the Emperors of Austria and Germany, the rulers of America and the  ‘Presidents of the Republics therein’ as well as the religious leaders of Christianity and Islam.

To all He wrote “O Kings of earth! He Who is the sovereign Lord of all, is come!  The Kingdom is God’s, the omnipotent Protector, the Self-Subsisting.  Worship none but God, and, with radiant hearts, lift up your faces to your Lord, the Lord of all names”. Now these are mighty words, and you will understand them a lot better later on.  Now all those to whom Baha'u'llah wrote considered themselves to be very important.You can imagine how shocked they were when they received such letters from Baha'u'llah. So how did they react? What did they do? I’ll tell you next month.  Take care                                                                        ……Michael
