CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello Children!  I hope you are well and happy, and ready to learn a little more about the life of Baha’u’llah.  Last month, we left the story of   Baha'u'llah at the time where He and His companions had just arrived in Adrianople.  This is a city in Turkey (now called Edirne) whose history can be traced right back to Roman times. It is about 140 miles from Constantinople. Unfortunately, the winter  of 1863 was one of the worst for many years, and it was bitterly cold. However, Baha'u'llah had harder things to deal with than the bitter cold of winter.

Let’s think for a moment about a manifestation of God.  In terms that we can better understand, He is a Messenger from God.  He understands everything, and His purpose is to guide all humanity so that we can live in Peace and harmony and learn more about God who made us. Now, you could never ask for a more wonderful visitor to this earth than that, could you?  So you would naturally think that everyone  would be full of joy that Someone had come to help the whole world.  Well, it is a sad fact that what actually happens is that the life of a Manifestation is made as hard and unhappy as you could possibly imagine.In Baha'u'llah’s case, His worst enemy was His own half-brother; I am sure you will remember the name Mirza Yahya.  He had caused lots of trouble way back in Baghdad, but now he got even worse.  First, he tried to poison Baha'u'llah, and then he tried to encourage someone to kill Him.  Now Baha'u'llah had been so kind and so forgiving to Mirza Yahya, that this was enough to prove to the world that Baha'u'llah was a Manifestation of God. Baha'u'llah still did not want everyone to know how terrible was the behaviour of His half-brother.  However, the news got out, and Baha'u'llah realised that something had to be done.  So He wrote a special tablet making clear to Mirza Yahya, that He was a special Messenger from God, and that Mirza Yahya must accept His authority and knowledge.  The tablet was taken to Mirza Yahya, and read aloud to him, and he was asked to give a clear answer.  Well, Mirza Yahya said he needed time, and finally came up with a reply. In it, he actually stated that He had received an independent revelation from God, and everyone on earth was to obey him! Here was a man who had committed so many horrible things that one lost count, claiming to be a Messenger from God!  Well, this was just too much to tolerate, and Baha’u’llah was determined to confront him in public to settle the matter once and for all.  The meeting was arranged at the mosque of Sultan Salim.  Baha'u'llah arrived at the appointed time, and, do you know, Mirza Yahya never turned up. He and his band were then expelled from the Bahá’í community.  It made Baha'u'llah very sad, but He still forgave him. 

 Be good (well pretty good anyway)                                    …….. Michael

