CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children.  Spring is on its way once more, and before the next Newsletter arrives it will be the New Year!  As you grow up, it will be part of your job to tell your friends about the coming of Baha’u’llah. You see, this is far too important to keep to ourselves.   As you grow up, you will gradually learn more and more about Baha’u’llah, and the more you learn, the more you have to share with your friends.

So, let’ get back to our story of the life of Baha’u’llah.  Last month, we left Baha’u’llah just arriving in Constantinople with His family and friends.  You will remember that He had been invited to Constantinople by the Sultan of Turkey; and why was this?  Well, let’s go back a little.

You will remember that Baha’u’llah had made lots of enemies amongst the religious leaders in Persia. They realised that He was someone of great knowledge and authority, and they were afraid that all the people would listen to Him, and they would lose their authority.  So they succeeded in getting Baha'u'llah exiled to Baghdad. But wherever Baha'u'llah went, people soon began to realise that He was someone Very Special, which is just what His enemies didn’t want. In fact they either wanted to get Him back into Persia so that they could imprison Him, or get Him sent yet further away.  They continually sent out false information about Him to ministers in the Turkish government, finally resulting in Baha'u'llah receiving an invitation to go to Constantinople.

When Baha'u'llah and His party of family and friends arrived, they were initially received courteously and provided with a fine place in which to live. For a short time, everything seemed peaceful, but I’m afraid that the enemies of Baha'u'llah were up to their evil tricks already. There was a Persian ambassador in the Turkish court, and he spent his time spreading false information about Baha'u'llah.  Sadly, the enemies of Baha'u'llah finally persuaded the Sultan to issue an edict that Baha'u'llah and all those with Him, were to be banished to a very remote and crumbling city of Adrianople on the northern border of Turkey.  Baha'u'llah at first was going to refuse, but finally decided

to accept the edict for the safety of the women and children. 

Before leaving, however, Baha'u'llah He took up His pen, and wrote to the Persian Ambassador, and to Ali Pasha, grand vizier of the Sultan

of Turkey, 'Abdu'l-Aziz.  What He wrote made them very frightened indeed ….They had never met anyone like Baha'u'llah.Have a very Happy new Year ………….
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