CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children!  I dare say Christmas decorations will be starting to appear soon at school and you will be getting excited and wondering what presents you are going to receive.  You will probably be wondering what presents you can give as well, and here remember that it’s the thought that counts - not how big the present is.

We have been thinking a lot about 'Abdu'l-Baha lately, and so here is a true story of an occasion when someone wanted to give 'Abdu'l-Baha a present.

'Abdu'l-Baha had been invited to Feast.  Now this wasn't a Baha'i Feast that you know all about. It was a great big meal and the plates were piled high with delicious food.  There were lots of people there, and 'Abdu'l-Baha was busy passing food around and making sure everyone had what they wanted. 

Now there was an old man living far away who had heard of 'Abdu'l-Baha. Everything that he heard about 'Abdu'l-Baha was so wonderful that he wanted to send him a present. But what could he send - he was so poor that he couldn't afford to buy 'Abdu'l-Baha a present.  In fact all he had was his lunch - some dry bread and an apple. Now he had a friend who was travelling to where 'Abdu'l-Baha was staying, and if he was going to send 'Abdu'l-Baha a present he had got to think fast.

So what did he do? - well, he carefully wrapped up his lunch in nice clean paper, and asked his friend to give the parcel to 'Abdu'l-Baha as soon as he arrived.  Well, the friend set out on his journey, and arrived several days later, on the very day that 'Abdu'l-Baha was at the Feast.  In fact, that little parcel arrived before 'Abdu'l-Baha had started to eat.

'Abdu'l-Baha opened the little parcel, and when he heard the story of how the poor old man had sent his lunch as a gift, it meant everything to him.  He pushed away the sumptuous food away, and said, "Come share with Me this gift of humble love", and broke little pieces off to share with His friends. So you see, it is not the size of the gift, it's wanting to give the gift that matters. Have a very happy Christmas, and make everyone else happy too! 






       ………   Michael

