CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children! So another year has gone by, and you have all moved up into new classes.  I hope you get on well, and enjoy the year ahead.

It is surprising how time goes by.  Do you know we started on the story of Baha'u'llah's life two whole years ago.  When you are young, two years is a lot, so you will have changed quite a bit since we started.  Things that perhaps did not make a lot of sense earlier will make a lot more sense now.

You will remember that Baha'u'llah had returned to Baghdad, and gradually restored the morale of the Babis.  They felt protected by the presence of Baha'u'llah, and it was a terrible blow when they learnt that Baha'u'llah had been made to leave Baghdad and travel to Constantinople (now called Istanbul).  This move was forced on the Turkish government by the Persian government in Teheran. Whilst final arrangements for the journey were being made, Baha'u'llah and His family and friends made camp in the Ridvan Garden.  Baha'u'llah entered the Ridvan (it means Paradise) Garden on April 21st 1863.  So now you see why we celebrate the First day of Ridvan on April 21st.

There were a lot of prophecies in Persia (now called Iran), relating to the year 1280.  Now, 1280 is a year in the calendar of the followers of Mohammed, and this is where you have to think carefully.  You see, the followers of Mohammed start their calendar from 622 AD, and their year is only 354 days.  Now that you are growing up, you will probably be able to work out what year in our calendar is represented by 1280 in the time scale of the Muslims (or followers of Mohammed).  Did you get 1863?  So you see that the prophecies of something very special happening in the year 1280 referred to 1863, when Baha'u'llah went to the Ridvan Gardens! 

Now, you already know that Baha'u'llah was a manifestation of God, in fact, the Being promised to the world by the Bab.  When the Bab was alive, He kept telling His followers that there was One coming, who was so important that the Bab was like a ring on His finger.  He kept referring to Him as "Him whom God shall make manifest".  In other words God would show the followers of the Bab who this very Special Messenger was at the right time.  And when was the right time?  Yes, you have guessed it - 1863.  And so it was, in the Ridvan Gardens that Baha'u'llah declared to His followers that He was the One referred to as "Him Whom God shall make manifest".   So, you see, this is the reason that we celebrate the Festival of Ridvan (pronounced RiZvan).

More about the Paradise Garden next month  -  be good……………. Michael.
