CHILDREN’S CORNER

Hello Children! How are you?.  Well and happy I hope, with all the summer holiday ahead.  It’s a wonderful time - make the most of it! 

Last month we had got to a very remarkable time in the life of Baha'u'llah.  You will remember that He had  many of the religious leaders against Him;  and why was that?  Simply that they would lose power and prestige amongst the people.  They liked to march about all puffed up and important.  If Baha'u'llah was really a Manifestation of God, then they wouldn't be important at all!  So they got together, and worked out a plan.  They would ask Baha'u'llah to work a miracle right in front of their eyes!  Then, when He refused, they could all rush about telling everyone that Baha'u'llah could not do it, and He was an impostor.  They would think up something really difficult, just to make quite sure nothing went wrong.  

So finally the time came, and after a meeting where Baha'u'llah had been answering many questions, the messenger from the evil 'Abdu'l Husayn rose to explain that just one miracle would finally satisfy everyone.  If Baha'u'llah could perform this then all the religious leaders would accept Baha'u'llah as a true Messenger from God.

Baha'u'llah answered that they had no right to ask such a thing, for God should test His creatures  -  His creatures should not presume to test God.  At this stage, all the mulla's were nudging each other, and saying "There you are - told you He couldn't do it!" But listen, Baha'u'llah was still speaking.  "The Cause of God is not some theatrical display, where a new miracle is performed every hour;  however - just . once, and once only, I will allow it!  You can imagine the look on the mulla's faces;the evil scheming satisfaction had gone, to be replaced by a look somewhere between shock and horror!  Baha'u'llah went on to say that they must go away and agree on what miracle they would like Baha'u'llah to perform, to write it down, and also to  write down that after the miracle had been performed that none of them would entertain any further doubts. Well, all the religious leaders went away very worried.  This was not what they had expected at all.  They thought that Baha'u'llah would refuse to perform a miracle, and then they could all heap insults on Him.  The more they thought the worse it got.  Suppose Baha'u'llah performed the miracle, the news would spread like wildfire.  Everyone would get to hear about it;  and everyone would follow Baha'u'llah - after all it was only they, the religious leaders who were holding everyone back.  After much thought, they decided to drop the whole thing - say nothing to anybody, and perhaps everyone would forget it.So they all crept away, muttering darkly, and thinking up new evil schemes to defeat Baha'u'llah.It is a strange and very sad fact, that when a Messenger from God comes to the earth, it is the religious leaders that are the last people to recognise Him.  The very people who should be most awake, are sound asleep - and it is still true today.

And finally, a prayer just for you. 

O beloved child! Praise be to God that thou hast entered the divine Kingdom while of tender age and that thou hast received a share of the manifold bounties of the Lord of Hosts. I supplicate the Almighty that thou mayest be reared in the bosom of the love of God and attain maturity with utmost love and ecstasy. May the glory of the Most Glorious rest upon thee!                                 

                                           'Abdu 'l-Baha                                                       

Have a happy holiday . . . .                                                                              ………….Michael

