CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children.  I hope you a well and happy!    Do you remember what special event occurred in July?  In 1850 on July 9th., the religious leaders in Persia shot the Bab.   They thought that if they killed the Bab, it would put an end to His following, and then they could get on with telling everyone what to do.  You see, the religious leaders (the 'ulama ), had gained great authority over the people;  they were ignorant, cruel, and could virtually do whatever they wanted.

You may remember that Baha'u'llah had returned to Baghdad, and was now living in this evil society where many were seeking His death.

There was one particularly horrible Shaykh, called 'Abdu'l-Husayn; (why is that name easy to remember?).  It was 'Abdu'l-Husayn who sent the hit man Rida, to shoot Baha'u'llah.  Rida was the one who got so frightened when he saw Baha'u'llah, that he dropped his gun, and Baha'u'llah had the gun given back to him!

Well, every time 'Abdu'l-Husayn hatched up a plot, he came unstuck. 

Finally, he came up with what he thought was a master stroke.  He despatched a learned devout man to visit Baha'u'llah.  The man was to say to Baha'u'llah that everyone realised that He had great knowledge and wisdom, but this was not enough to convince the religious leaders of His mission.  What they wanted was a miracle; the plan was to ask Baha'u'llah to do something absolutely impossible - saying that if He could perform this miracle, then they would accept Him and behave themselves (although they didn't say it quite like that!) .  The evil 'Abdu'l-Husayn felt I've got Him this time.  You see as soon as Baha'u'llah refused to perform the miracle, all the 'ulama could rush around everywhere shouting "There you are - I told you so. Baha'u'llah couldn't perform the miracle!  They were sure that this time they would surely rob Baha'u'llah of the love and respect given to him by so many of the people.  So, what happened?

Well, a special meeting was arranged, and lots of questions were asked, to which, as ever, Baha'u'llah gave clear and beautiful answers. Finally, the messenger from the evil 'Abdu'l-Husayn, stood up and explained that just one miracle would put everyone's heart at rest. Baha'u'llah rose to reply.  What do you think He said???  I'll tell you next month!

Be good - be happy. 

It is a wonderful world - and its getting better!        ……………..Michael
