CHILDREN’S  CORNER
I hope you are well and happy!  This month we are going to talk about magnets.  Well, one very special magnet really.  So what does a magnet do? Have you had a chance to try a magnet with iron filings - if not, you probably will.  The answer is that the magnet draws all the iron filings towards it . Wherever the magnet goes, so do the iron filings.  We are going to talk about a Very Special Magnet, because in our little corner, we  talk about Baha'u'llah.  You see, wherever Baha'u'llah went He attracted people - just like a magnet; and all the people?  Well, they were just like iron filings!

So, last month we got to the stage where Baha'u'llah had finally returned to Baghdad.  Do you remember that He had left Baghdad, and lived as a dervish in the hills, because people were twisting His words and causing lots of trouble - a lot of them didn't deserve His presence, and His half brother Mirza Yayha made things even worse.  When Baha'u'llah returned to Baghdad, He found the Babis (followers of the Bab) in a very bad state.  The activities of Mirza Yayha and his friend Siyyid Muhammad were so bad that everyone hated the Babis which was very unfair, because it wasn't the Babis' fault at all.  They just needed someone to guide them and care about them.  In fact, the situation got so bad, that even Mirza Yayha wanted Baha'u'llah to return.

Baha'u'llah was very sad to see the Babis in such a bad way, and once again set about  gathering them together and looking after them, just like a Shepherd with His sheep.

So we come back to the magnet. You see, as soon as people began to hear that Baha'u'llah was back, they all flocked to Him like iron filings!  He showed them such love, such kindness, and such wisdom that they just couldn't keep away.  Of course, this made all the Mullas (religious leaders) mad. In fact, they were so mad that they hired a gunman to kill Baha'u'llah.

One day Baha'u'llah was out walking by the river Tigris with His friend Mirza Musa.

Suddenly a man called Rida sprung out on them.  He had a gun, but he looked very frightened, and as Baha'u'llah approached him, he got so agitated that he dropped the gun.  Baha'u'llah asked Mirza Musa  to pick up the gun and hand it back to the criminal Rida, and point out to Rida how to get home. Baha'u'llah remarked "He seems to have lost his way".  Apparently this was not the first time Rida had been commissioned to kill Baha'u'llah - but it was certainly the last!

I'll tell you more about what happened in Baghdad next month.

Be good!……………………………………………………….Michael
