CHILDREN’S CORNER
Hello children! Happy New Year! Its good to get into Spring, isn’t it?

The gardens have really begun to wake up now, and all the trees have donned their new Spring clothes.  Have a really good look some time at a new leaf.  Each one is perfect, and has a job to do in helping the tree to grow. Did you know it actually makes use of sunlight?  In one sense, we are like leaves of a tree.  Our tree is the whole of humanity, and our job is to help make humanity as beautiful as the world in which we live.

You really couldn’t think of a more beautiful world than ours.  Think of the towering snow capped mountains, the great lakes, the forests, the fields and the flowers.  There are plenty of other planets around - no doubt of that – Baha’u’llah said so - but I’ll bet this is the best one in the whole galaxy! Now if we are fortunate enough to live on the best planet around, it’s pretty terrible to spoil it.  Instead of caring for this beautiful planet, what have we been doing?  Well, for a start we have been polluting the air we breathe and the water we drink, and the water in which fish are living.  Now when I was young – and that is a long time ago – do you know people didn’t even think about pollution. Well we are waking up to these things now, and you will hear a lot about it as you grow up, and you will probably be helping to put things right.

But there is an even worse way of spoiling this beautiful planet earth.

What do you think that is?  Well, the answer is war. Can you imagine what God thinks when we fight?  He has given us the most beautiful planet around, and instead of caring about each other, some people do just the opposite.  So what does God do about it?  Well, I’m sure you know the answer to that one.  He sends us Messengers to teach us, and we are not very good pupils, and are slow to learn.  The first thing we have to do is be aware that the Teacher has actually come. You are lucky, because you know Baha’u’llah has come, but there are millions who don’t know that yet.  Now once we have recognised that Baha’u’llah has come, the next thing is to listen to what He tells us.  He has told us that all war will, one day, be gone – then we will really be growing up.

However, we are not quite there yet, and so He said that at this stage, if one country is cruel and makes war on another country, all the other countries must unite together and put a stop to it. That is what is happening at the present time.

So now we are coming up to Ridvan, and remembering  the time when Baha’u’llah finally revealed that he was the Messenger from God for Whom the whole world had been waiting.  Be happy that Baha’u’llah has come, and know that as more and more people listen to His words, the world is going to become a happier place.  Next month we will get back to the Life of Baha’u’llah.  Happy Ridvan!                                         ……………… Michael

