 Plan for year 10 week 24

 aims:

a) to study fasting

b) to consider how to appreciate the souls of other people

c) to understand that partisan spirit is wrong

objectives:   after fully participating in both the lesson and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) explain how fasting helps one to let go of self and turn to God

b) look for the good things [light of God] in people

c) remain neutral while non-Bahá’ís form groups and parties

materials:     handouts for weeks 23 & 24.


1. Virtue. Revise Creativity.  

2. New Topic. Letting go - leads to something better, a higher state

First read and discuss these quotes of Bahá’u’lláh:

"0 Son of Man! If thou lovest Me, turn away from thyself; and if thou seekest My pleasure, regard not thine own; that thou mayest die in Me and I may eternally live in thee."






(the Hidden Words, Arabic, #7)
"0 Son of Spirit! There is no peace for thee save by renouncing thyself and turning unto Me; for it behooveth thee to glory in My name, not in thine own; to put thy trust in Me and not in thyself, since I desire to be loved alone and above all that is."












(the Hidden Words, Arabic, #8)

Then discuss how fasting relates to this topic (quotes read for prep.)

3. New Topic. Regarding the soul of a person rather than their personality, etc.


Look for the light, reflected from God, as indicated in this quote of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá: (how will we recognise this light?)






A SIGN OF GOD
Thou hast asked Me concerning the nature of the soul. Know, verily, that the soul is a sign of God, a heavenly gem whose reality the most learned of men hath failed to grasp, and whose mystery no mind, however acute, can ever hope to unravel. It is the first among all created things to declare the excellence of its Creator, the first to recognize His glory, to cleave to His truth, and to bow down in adoration before Him. If it be faithful to God, it will reflect His light, and will, eventually, return unto Him. If it fail, however, in its allegiance to its Creator, it will become a victim to self and passion, and will, in the end, sink in their depths.








Bahá’í World Faith, p.121.

4. New Topic.    Remaining neutral in a partisan environment 


Getting Rid of the Partisan Spirit.
Our culture is full of the partisan spirit. Anyone is free to form a group or party to attack some person or idea which he dislikes. This is the partisan spirit; it is the spirit of division. It is directly contrary to the Bahá’í spirit of love, fellowship and unity. Also, we have noticed all our lives that an individual is praised if he can push himself forward and dominate other people, making them accept his ideas or his methods for doing something. This practice is di​rectly contrary to the Bahá’í spirit.

We need to get clear in our minds the negative and dividing ideas and practices which have no place in Bahá’í community life.

     Special groups and cliques are a non-Bahá’í practice, belong​ing to corrupt political life but not in our Faith. A real Bahá’í will never organize a group of people around himself on any pretext or purpose. This would be to violate the spirit of unity.  This would be to violate the Covenant of Bahá’u’lláh. “To insure unity and agreement He [Bahá’u’lláh] has entered into a Cove​nant with all the peoples of the world including the Interpreter and Explainer of His teachings so that no one may interpret or explain the religion of God according to his own view or opinion and thus create a sect founded upon his individual understand​ing of the divine words.” 







(Promulgation of Universal Peace, p.451).

5. Activity.
A review of this year, in particular how was marriage & teacher training?  Consulting on the programme for next year. ( proposed programme given out last week.) 
And, for students continuing next year, preparation topics can be given.
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