Plan for year 10 week 21.

aim:

to investigate The Process of Organic Unfoldment
objectives:   after fully participating in both the lesson and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) explain what is meant by the organic growth of the Cause
b) describe the influence of spiritual forces on the Divine Plan
materials:     “The Spiritual Conquest of the Planet”   ; handouts for weeks 20 & 21.


1. Virtue.  Obedience.       [ 4 quotes in file, leave 2 for next week? ]

2. New Topic. The Process of Organic Unfoldment
[use “The Spiritual Conquest of the Planet” pp.32-3 if possible, 
otherwise use the quotes below, which are from those pages.]

Introduction.

"Let us turn our eyes away from empty fantasies of this world's divergent forms," 'Abdu'l-Bahá' urged us, "and serve instead this pre-eminent purpose, this grand design. "

"designed to foster" the Faith's "organic development."   
Shoghi Effendi, Messages to Canada about plan being part of systematic effort.

The Divine Plan derives its power from forces set in motion by the Báb and Bahá’u’lláh. These "creative," "stupendous," and "dy​namic" spiritual forces … "Mysteriously released" …operate with "increasing momentum".   Shoghi Effendi.
The Guardian feels very strongly that everywhere, throughout the entire Bahá’í world, the believers have got to master and follow the principles of their divinely laid down Administrative Order. They will never solve their problems by departing from the correct procedure... The Bahá’ís have got to learn to live up to the laws of Bahá’u’lláh which are infinitely higher, more exacting and more perfect than those the world is at present familiar with. Running away, fighting with each other, fostering dissension, is not going to advance … any … Community; all it is going to do is to bring Bahá’u’lláh’s plans and work to a standstill until such time as the believers unite to serve Him, or new and more dedicated souls arise to take their place.


(Shoghi Effendi, Dawn of a New Day, p. 129 – summarised on p.33.)

3. Writings.   First consider those looked at for prep., [ p.35.]
about the influence of spiritual forces.
Then give handout [p.34] & consider organic growth of the Cause.
IF TIME, could answer 2 questions on p.39:   [suggested answers  p.40.]
     1. List 3 features of growth in an organic system.
     2. Describe 3 characteristics of the spiritual forces involved in the unfoldment of plans.
     
4. Set Preparation.  
Read p. 32 of “the Significance of Bahá’u’lláh’s Revelation” (see separate page)
  
 There is also a daily reading passage for next week… try to leave time to read it at least once in class.     It is from Gleanings p.207 & is at the bottom of the class handout.  
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