Virtue for   ===  year 10 week 19

CLEANLINESS

When man in all conditions is pure and immaculate, he will become the centre of the reflection of the manifest light. In all his actions and conduct these must first be purity, then beauty, and independence. The channel must be cleansed before it is filled with sweet water. The pure eye comprehendeth the sight and the meaning of God; the pure nostril inhaleth the perfumes of the rose-garden of bounty; the pure heart becometh the mirror of the beauty of truth. This is why, in the heavenly Books, the divine counsels and commands have been compared to water.

Cleanliness and sanctity, purity and delicacy exalt humanity and make the contingent being progress. Even when applied to physical things, delicacy causeth the attainment of spirituality, as it is established in the Holy Scriptures.

External cleanliness, although it is but a physical thing, hath a great influence upon spirituality.

'Abdu'l-Bahá (Tablets of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p.581) 

