year 10 week 18.

===  Preparation for week 19.
Read the following quotes and think about their

relevance to the meaning of “The Word of God”.

"How great the multitude of truths which the garment of words can never contain! How vast the number of such verities as no expres​sion can adequately describe, whose significance can never be unfolded, and to which not even the remotest allusions can be made! How manifold are the truths which must remain unuttered until the appointed time is come! Even as it hath been said: 'Not everything that a man knoweth can be disclosed, nor can everything that he can disclose be regarded as timely, nor can every timely utterance be considered as suited to the capacity of those who hear it.' " 


Gleanings 176

"He [the true seeker] must... observe silence, and refrain from idle talk. For the tongue is a smouldering fire, and excess of speech a deadly poison. Material fire consumeth the body, whereas the fire of the tongue devoureth both heart and soul. The force of the former lasteth but for a time, whilst the effects of the latter endure a century.  That seeker should also regard backbiting as grievous error, and keep himself aloof from its dominion, inasmuch as backbiting quencheth the light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life of the soul."

 The Kitáb-i-Íqán 193

"If any soul speak ill of an absent one, the only result will clearly be this: he will dampen the zeal of the friends and tend to make them indifferent. For backbiting is divisive, it is the leading cause among the friends of a disposition to withdraw. if any individual should speak ill of one who is absent, it is incumbent on his hearers, in a spiritual and friendly manner, to stop him....    If, however, a person setteth about speaking well of another, opening his lips to praise another, he will touch an answering chord in his hearers and they will be stirred up by the breathings of God."

Selections from the Writings of 'Abdu'l-Bahá  241-2
"A kindly tongue is the lodestone of the hearts of men. It is the bread of the spirit, it clotheth the words with meaning, it is the fountain of the light of wisdom and understanding...."





                  Gleanings 289

"Arise for the triumph of My Cause, and, through the power of thine utterance subdue the hearts of men."




                         Gleanings 92

"The things He hath reserved for Himself are the cities of men's hearts.... Open, O people, the city of the human heart with the key of your utterance."







 Gleanings 304

