year 10 week 15.

=== Preparation for week 16.
Read the following extract from an article in “The Creative Circle”

and the quote which follows it.   

Then form opinions about (a) the author’s definition of “spiritual awareness”,


(b) the student’s message,  and


(c) how far we have progressed towards what Shoghi Effendi was predicting.

Do you have any artistic talents?  If so, bring an example next time.

[note that the definition of “art” includes many things, including a piece of writing!]

  The Creative Act and the Spirit

            
The creative act is closely related to what Bahá’ís refer to as spiritual awareness. (The fleeting euphoric state one sometimes feels during a visit to a Holy Shrine or the state of detachment reached through sacrifice, when one’s consciousness of self is thereby greatly lessened.  Such moments are often accompanied by a desire to share with others, because of a felt outpouring of love. )    A class of final year art students was given a special assignment – to design a group of major graphics which would be used to decorate the art room.  The paint to be used would enable these to remain in place for years.  The students were enthusiastic about this opportunity and most had selected an area of the room and were busy making initial sketches with coloured pencils, when the teacher noticed one student working by himself in a corner.  As the teacher approached, he tried to hide his work, saying “You’re not going to like this, let me try something else.”  The teacher found only a string of words, no drawing.  She read them and found that he had summed up the meaning that art had for him.  She told him that she wanted the entire message on view in a prominent place.  He answered with enthusiasm “Yes ma’am!” and his face glowed with delight.  Eight weeks later his message spanned the fifty-foot length of the room, in a two-foot band of colour about eight feet from the floor, with several rows of five-inch letters.   He never complained, although the work was sometimes difficult and tedious.  He declined offers of help from others, and frequently borrowed time from other classes to get his masterpiece finished in time.  Classmates called him Michelangelo, comparing his efforts to the Sistine Chapel frescoes.  He loved it.  



This was his message:

My first love is art.  It is life to me.  I seek not the money that is in art, nor do I seek the glory that it might give.  I find truth and understanding through the things I draw.  What I draw is a part of me and a gift from me to you and the world to share.  My gift is simple.  It’s a gift of love that can’t be described.  Art is the only way I can truly express my feeling to you.  I try to show you the world today and my world that is in my mind.  My gift is true.  It is a gift of love.  My gift is a part of me to you.

“We only have to wait a few years to see how the spirit breathed by Bahá’u’lláh will find expression in the work of the artists.   What… you and other Bahá’ís are attempting are only the faint rays that precede the effulgent light of a glorious morn.  We cannot yet value the part the Cause is destined to play in the life of society.  We will have to give it time.  The material this spirit has to mould is too crude and unworthy, but it will at last give way and the cause of Bahá’u’lláh will reveal itself in its full splendour.”                                 Shoghi Effendi,   Lights of Guidance #464.    

