Plan for year 10 week 16.

aims:

a) bring Youth Year of Service to attention of students
b) investigate the spiritual implications of art

c) hear about difficulties of early Bahá’ís in Iran.

objectives:   after fully participating in both the lesson and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) make an informed decision about travel teaching possibilities

b) contribute significantly to a discussion about art

c) understand how fortunate we are in this country, at the present time, to be able to practise our Faith and offer service without a lot of sacrifice.


materials:     handouts for weeks 15 & 16.


Virtue.  revise Kindness.   
 “ [LSA] Discussions must all be confined to spiritual matters that pertain to the training of souls, the instruction of children, the relief of the poor, the help of the feeble throughout all classes in the world, kindness to all peoples, the diffusion of the fragrances of God and the exaltation of His Holy Word.”


(The Compilation of Compilations vol II, p. 47 )

1. New Topic. Youth Year of Service

  (see separate sheet for text, Qs below)
Travel Teaching in Ghana   
Why do you think the people in the villages are happier and more friendly than the people in the cities?

What do you think makes people happy?

Do you think that happiness comes from having lots of things?

Does it come from outside or inside ?

Why did ‘Abdu’l-Bahá want to travel?

How did He travel?  (answer in passage which begins: “O that I could travel…”)

Would you like to go on a Year of Service when you leave school?

2. New Topic.. The rôle of the Arts, especially: Graphics & Design
    Material for reading is in prep. sheet, with request to form 3 opinions and possibly bring example of own art.
    Start by asking if anyone has brought an example of own art.
Then ask for opinions & consult about these.

3. New Topic. Stories of sacrifice - in the Faith.
Students take turns to read a paragraph of the following story:

                                  The Vengance of the Mujtahids.
      Two gentle poets, Nayyir and Síná, had been popular until they became Bahá’ís.  A few days ago the eldest son of Síná had been attacked on his way home, so he left with his father that night, while Nayyir was to follow soon with the rest of the family.   But now an angry mob surrounded the house and threatened to stone them to death.  
     The heavy door withstood an attack with stones, so paraffin was called for, to burn down the door.  In the house, most women and children trembled with fear, but the brave wife of Nayyir made a hole in the wall joined to their neighbour’s house. She persuaded her husband to go through to the next house and then patched up the wall.
      Then she went on the roof and called to the crowd below:  “Listen to me, I swear that the men you are looking for are not in this house.  Both have left and you are wasting your time.”  They did not believe her, but the pile of stones at the door made it difficult to set alight, it was getting dark and some men were impatient to get home, so it was decided to leave a few men guarding the house; the rest would come back to finish the job in the morning.   
     After dark, Nayyir managed to leave the village, and he stayed with some Bahá’ís in secret for a while.  When the mob returned in daylight, they found a copy of the Qur’án tied to the door (Nayyir’s wife put it there).  One of the mob said: “We must honour the Holy Book and not burn the door”, while another said: “These infidels do not believe in the Qur’án”, and a third said: “We can put the Book aside, and then set fire to the door.”   
      In the end they decided to break down the door.   The two young wives managed to escape over a wall while this was being done, because they knew that horrible things would happen to them if they were caught, although they had to leave the children behind.  When the mob got into the house, they caught Nayyir’s eldest son, who was about 8 years old, and beat him so that he would tell where his father and uncle were hiding.  
      After a while they realised that he could give them no information, so they left him and looted the house.  Not a mat to lie on, nor a morsel of food, was left for the 6 small children.  Most people dare not go near the children, but one kind neighbour secretly took them a pot of soup at night.  Their poor mothers, facing every danger, came to see them occasionally, but it was impossible to take them away.  
      This went on for 3 months, until the mother-in-law of Síná persuaded a man, who had a few mules, to take the whole family by a secret path over the mountains.  They eventually reached Tihrán, where Nayyir and Síná had taken refuge.  The 2 brothers, having lost all their worldly belongings, dedicated the rest of their lives to the service of their beloved Faith.  They travelled on foot to spread the tidings of the New Day.  
         They died in poverty, but the seeds of faith which they sowed in the hearts of men bore such a rich harvest that thousands of people today remember the names of these 2 selfless men who renounced every comfort in the service of others.            
[from “Fire on the Mountain-Top”, pp.17-21.]

Have a quiet time after that, to meditate on the difficulties of early Bahá’ís.

Then have a consultation about what difficulties we have today (a) because we are Bahá’ís, and (b) in trying to spread the Cause.   
Would we like to  have lived in the time of Bahá’u’lláh rather than now?    What sacrifices have students made to be of service?   (Any kind of service, not just for the Faith.)    If none so far, do they have any idea what sort of thing they might be involved with in the future?

4. Set Preparation.

 Daily reading: (from UHJ compilation No.13, quote #10.)
After giving out the prep. sheet, ask at least one student to read this quote.

Then draw attention to the other reading to be done.
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