Plan for year 10 week 12

aims:

a) study prayer & prayers (especially those for spiritual development)
b) investigate why we should consider all occupations equal in value, which implies profit-sharing between management and workers.

c) teach a class
objectives:   after fully participating in both the lesson and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) give a talk about prayer

b) explain about the equality of value of all occupations & the need for profit-sharing

c) discuss teaching from practical experience
materials:   handouts for weeks 11 & 12.


1. Virtue.   Revise unity.

2. Teacher Training   –   optionally teach a class for about 20 minutes (supervised by the class teacher).


3. Main Topic.   Prayer.

Start by asking students to each give their view on what is prayer, why should we pray, what types of prayer there are & what effect prayers have.
(they should have something to say if they have read the 2 quotes in the prep.sheet.)
     [resist the temptation to add to student views at this stage, just make a note of any good points made and any doubtful views to be sorted out later.]

Say that today we will concentrate on spiritual development, & give the handout.  Students take turns to read a paragraph, discuss after each.
     [prayers are from “Mysticism, Science & Revelation”,pp.131,134,137.]

Either after that, or before if you think it desirable, use one or more sections of Ruhi book 1 under the heading of Prayer (pp.21-28.)
     [if any doubtful views at the start, you might find one of the sections of this book helpful – if it is a very doubtful view, then it might be better to sort it out immediately, with or without the book.]
     As in lesson 10:   Since the exercises are likely to be too easy with the quote in front of students, copies are not provided.  Ask them to listen carefully while you read the quote, then see if they can answer the questions, remembering what they heard.

4. meditation.


Tell the students:-   There are many ways to meditate.  
Today we will meditate on a quote of Bahá’u’lláh which is itself about meditation.  
Close your eyes while I read this twice, the second time with pauses between phrases.  After I finish, keep thinking about it for a while before opening your eyes:





 (2nd time pause at each  =  for about 5 seconds)


“Do thou meditate on that which We have revealed unto thee, = 
that thou mayest discover the purpose of God,  =  
thy Lord, and the Lord of all worlds.  =  
In these words the mysteries of Divine Wisdom have been treasured.  =

     Were any man to ponder in his heart  =  
 that which the pen of the Most High hath revealed   =  and to taste of its sweetness,    =  
 he would, of a certainty, find himself emptied   =   and delivered from his own desires,  =  and utterly subservient to the Will of the Almighty.  =    
Happy is the man that hath attained so high a station,  =  
and hath not deprived himself of so bountiful a grace.”

[quote is from Gleanings, in 2 parts as in “Reciting the Verses of God”, p.222.]



5. Other topic.   Equality of value of all occupations.

Ask students to give examples of different jobs people do, or occupations they might have.   Write these on the board.   If not a balanced variety of jobs, e.g. with poorly-paid as well as average and well-paid, guide them to add a few, or add them yourself; make sure that a workman in a factory, as well as the factory owner, are included (these might be specific, e.g. welder on car production line, general manager of Ford Motor Company, etc.).
     Then ask students whether they think any job is more important or less important than others. If so, make an appropriate mark beside name on board for each;  then ask whether job X (one thought more important) could exist without job Y (one thought less important), and guide consultation to the view that all jobs are important – having reached that conclusion, emphasise it with the quote in the prep.sheet.   If not, congratulate them on knowing this & proceed straight to the quote.

Have students found any factories or companies which go by this Bahá’í principle, or something similar, although their owners are probably not Bahá’í?                [there are some]


6. Set Preparation.

Find out what  proclamation methods are used locally.   
Find out all you can about  one of the past teaching plans, choose one from  list: 
10-year crusade ’53-63,  9-year plan ’64-73, 5-year plan ’74-9, 7-year plan ’79-86, 
6-year plan ’86-92, 3-year plan ’93-96, 4-year plan ’96-2000.
(if you have 7 students, they could choose a different plan each; or just let all students have a free choice, if they all happen to do the same one then can compare notes next time.)
[the daily reading this week comes from  Bahá’í World Faith, p. 284.]  
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