year 10 week 9.  === preparation for week 10.

The Bahá’í Faith in schools.

Find out whether The Bahá’í Faith is taught in your school at all.  If so, try to obtain a copy of what is taught; if not, find out which religions are taught and in which years; ask your Religious Education teacher.

It is a requirement in UK for all state schools to teach about several religions.  Normally there will be an Agreed Syllabus for secondary schools, prepared by the local SACRE. [Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education.]

Find out whether any Bahá’ís in your area are on a SACRE. In March 1997 there were 28 Bahá’ís on SACREs in UK, as reported in the Journal; there could be a lot more now after that publicity.  


If you find a Bahá’í on a SACRE, try to obtain from that person some details of what that SACRE is currently doing.  If not, look up “Education Authority” in your telephone directory and either telephone or write for information about their SACRE; e.g. when and where is the next meeting, how often do they meet, and which religions are represented on the “Committee A to represent all Faiths other than Church of England”.

If there is no Bahá’í representation on your local SACRE, and you have in your community a Bahá’í who is available at the time of the next meeting, suggest at the next Nineteen-Day Feast that someone goes as an observer to find out what they are doing.  Currently SACRE meetings are open to the general public, anyone may attend as an observer, but they are not normally allowed to speak when the SACRE is in its formal session.  There may, however, be an opportunity to talk to some of the members during a coffee break or afterwards.  If the Bahá’í has time to regularly attend SACRE meetings, he/she could ask whether formal representation could be arranged, rather than just keep attending as an observer.
Note carefully:    Some friends may assume that because the number of Bahá’ís under a Local Education Authority is small, or because we have few Bahá’í children in the schools compared to the adherents of other religions, nothing can be achieved. This is definitely not the case. The 1988 Education Reform Act mentions that in addition to Christianity, other principal religions represented in Great Britain should be taught in schools. It makes no reference to the number of adherents of any faith or the children belonging to that faith in any Local Education Authority sphere.

