Plan for year 10 week 9.

aim:

a) to learn about other religions

objectives:   after fully participating in both the lesson and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) give a talk about  “The Bahá’í attitude to other religions and their followers”,
b) converse with someone from another religion who has accepted our principles but insists that his/her prophet is the only one with God’s message,
c) understand some of the Problems facing the world’s religious communities, 

materials:         handouts for weeks 8 & 9.


1. Virtue. Loyalty (2 quotes in file, leave one for next week?)

2. Other religions. a) The Bahá’í attitude to other religions and their followers.

   First guide students in consulting on the extract from


 p.70  of Some Answered Questions
[in prep.]
Then give the handout.

In it are a few extracts from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh which are relevant to our relationships with other people, particularly those of other religions:
[they are taken from  “Reciting the Verses of God”  pp. 166-7.]
Students take turns to read one and lead discussion of it.

IF THERE IS TIME,  continue with the following:
 “In this material world time has cycles…    the spring is the cause of new life, and infuses a new spirit.  Afterwards comes the summer, when the heat increases, and growth and development attain their greatest power… the fruit appears…  Afterwards comes tumultuous autumn when unwholesome and sterile winds blow…  the beautiful garden becomes a dust-heap.  Following this comes the season of winter… all plants die and animals languish and are wretched.  When this state is reached, again a new life-giving spring returns and the cycle is renewed.
     It is the same with the spiritual cycles of the Prophets.  That is to say, the day of the appearance of the Holy Manifestation is the spiritual springtime…   Afterwards the live-giving spring ends in fruitful summer…  all things reach perfection…  universal progress appears in the world of humanity, and the divine bounties surround all things…   the spiritual summer will be followed by autumn, when growth and development are arrested…   The foundations of the Religion of God are destroyed and annihilated, and nothing but forms and customs exist…   After this come indifference, disobedience, inconsiderateness, indolence, baseness, animal instincts, and the coldness and insensibility of stones.  It is like the season of winter…  When the season of winter has had its effect, again the spiritual springtime returns and a new cycle appears.”                           ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions 67-69;  







3. Other religions.    b)  The sacred scriptures of Hinduism


 Many books make up the sacred scriptures of Hinduism,
 in the handout are extracts from some of them:          



[they are taken from  “Divine Symphony”, pp.15,19.]
  Students take turns to read one and lead discussion of it.



4. Other religions.   c) Problems facing the world’s religious communities: 
First guide students in consulting on the extract from 




World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, pp.172-3 [ in prep.]

IF THERE IS TIME,  continue with the following:
 “That the forces of irreligion, of a purely materialistic philosophy, of unconcealed paganism have been unloosed, are now spreading, and, by consolidating themselves, are beginning to invade some of the most powerful Christian institutions of the western world, no unbiased observer can fail to admit.  That these institutions are becoming increasingly restive, that a few among them are already dimly aware of the pervasive influence of the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh, that they will, as their inherent strength deteriorates and their discipline relaxes, regard with deepening dismay the rise of His New World Order, and will gradually determine to assail it, that such an opposition will in turn accelerate their decline, few, if any, among those who are attentively watching the progress of His Faith would be inclined to question.”
     



World Order of Bahá’u’lláh, p.180.
 
5. Set Preparation.   


year 10 week 9.  ===   Page 1 of 2

