year 10 week 7.     preparation for week 8. 

The Hands of the Cause of God:   Part 2, Their Function

The institution of the Hands of the Cause of God was initiated by Bahá'u'lláh, Who appointed four during His lifetime. They worked for Him and later for 'Abdu'l-Bahá, protecting the Faith and encouraging and helping the believers in the spread of the Faith. No more living Hands were appointed until 1951, though from time to time 'Abdu'l-Bahá and also the Guardian spoke of specially devoted believers who had passed on as worthy of the rank of "Hand of the Cause".

References are made in Bahá’í Scripture to the appointment of a very select group of Bahá’ís who would be chosen to give outstanding service to the Cause. In His Will and Testament, 'Abdu'l-Bahá explained how they would be appointed and the duties they would perform: "The Hands of the Cause of God must be nominated and appointed by the Guardian of the Cause of God. All must be under his shadow and obey his command."

The functions of the Hands was, and still is, to concern themselves with the protection and propagation of the Faith and according to the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, "to diffuse the Divine Fragrances, edify the souls of men, to promote learning, to improve the character of all men and to be at all times and under all conditions sanctified from all earthly things."

Since there was no successor to Shoghi Effendi no future Hands of the Cause could be appointed, and now only eight Hands are alive. (March 1987.)

Look back at the lists of the names of the Hands of the Cause of God appointed by Bahá'u'lláh and Shoghi Effendi, and those referred to posthumously by 'Abdu'l-Bahá and the Guardian as Hands of the Cause.

Try to find out how many Hands of the Cause are still living today, and their names.

The Continental Boards of Counsellors

According to the Will and Testament of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, the Guardian had to appoint his successor from among his descendants but Shoghi Effendi had no children nor was there anyone who could measure up to the high standards indicated in the Will. It was also clear that only the Guardian could appoint Hands of the Cause.

After earnest consultation, the Universal House of Justice came to the conclusion that it was not possible for any more Hands of the Cause to be appointed. The need for their functions remained even more urgent and so the House of Justice, using the authority to decide on matters not already revealed or interpreted, announced in 1968 the formation of the Continental Boards of Counsellors for each continent. They were to carry out the work allotted to the Hands, working closely with the Hands of the Cause at that time residing in the Holy Land.

Continental Boards of Counsellors keep in active touch with the various Auxiliary Board members in their area and also exchange information with the various National Assemblies in their continent and meet with them for consultation. Towards the end of 1980 the House of Justice announced that in future each Board would serve for a term of five years, the members being possibly re-appointed for a further term should the House of Justice so decide. On November 28 1985, the House of Justice announced the membership of the various Continental Boards for the next five years.

Try to find out when the House of Justice last appointed Continental Boards and how many were appointed for each continent.
“We shall win…”

Dear Lovers of Bahá’u’lláh,

        The Seven Year Plan has just ended in the midst of celestial strains and the

plaudits of the Divine Concourse, ushering with grace and joy another plan, the Six Year Plan (l986-l992), which will pass into history, bearing the name of “Accomplishment and Triumph.”


All the believers of this planet are asked to rally together, as never before. It will be the greatest effort to be accomplished by all of us – wherever we are or will choose to go.


By this time you may have received from your National Spiritual Assembly the detailed plan, elaborated by our august body, the Universal House of Justice. When I first glanced at the pages, filled with all the objectives we have to attain in such short lapse of time, I felt I was looking through the iron gate of an enchanted garden, filled with the most precious, divinely created remedies to heal the whole world.


Dearest friends, we shall win. We are labouring on the side of love, harmony, compassion, humbleness, perseverance, finding joy in working for the Cause of God, with passion and sincerity, by being always happy and partaking in this happiness with the rest of humanity.


I have served the Faith of God for many decades, and I am going to hand down the secrets of my blessed wife and myself to all of you. Devote your life to the service of the Cause of God.


The highest station man can aspire to is that of service. 'Abdu'l-Bahá selected that name for Himself . . . it means "Servant of Bahá." Avoid any form of ambition. 'Abdu'l-Bahá, in a Tablet addressed to the North American believers in 1898, said that ambition that is not applied to the service of mankind is an abomination.


Place always the needs of the Faith far above any personal affair and interest .

be always polite, kind and generous. Teach your children to grow up like that; plant in them the desire to learn and to love their teachers. Those younger believers who will reach the age of 15 this year, will in 1991 become the voting members. How many? Shall we say millions!


My warmest love to you all and my prayers be around you every day.

Ugo Giachery

April 1986
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