Class Handout, year 10 week 8.   

Write here which class you have agreed to teach:

Write here brief notes about the things you will teach:

memorising, 

singing, 

stories.


Hands of the Cause appointed posthumously by the Guardian

"Let not a man glory in this, that he loves his country, but let him glory in this, that he loves his kind" These words cropped up in a conversation overheard by an Englishman in a tinsmith's shop in Seattle, Washington State, in the United States almost a hundred years ago.  The man, a travelling salesman, had emigrated from his homeland having been born in London, the son of a consulting chemist. Named John Henry Hyde Dunn, the snatch of conversation intrigued him and, on learning the source of the quotation, he accepted the Faith immediately

John Dunn had the honour of meeting 'Abdu'l-Bahá in San Francisco in 1912. His first wife, Fanny, died in 1916. He had already by that time met his future second wife, at a public meeting he and a friend held, also in San Francisco; and they became affectionately known as 'Father' and 'Mother' Dunn.

In 1918, 'Abdu'l-Bahá in a series of Tablets urged the American Bahá'ís to spread the Faith abroad. Resolved to go to Australia, doubt crept in when Mother pondered the wisdom of accompanying Father. The decision was finally sealed when they wrote to 'Abdu'l-Bahá for guidance and he replied with 'Highly commendable.' They landed in Australia in 1920 and introduced the Faith to the first Australian Bahá’í, a Mr. Whitaker. Father Dunn died in Sydney on 17th February 1941.

No time to put down roots for this Martha!

Another who took up 'Abdu'l-Bahá's call, in 1919, was a lady named Martha Root. In her case, the call to spread the Faith far and wide was taken pretty much literally, for over the next twenty years she travelled and taught in all continents of the world, with the only major country she omitted being the Soviet Union.

Born in Richwood, Ohio, in 1872, she studied at the University of Chicago. Trained as a teacher, she also worked as a reporter. During 'Abdu'l-Bahá's visit to the United States in 1912, she used her connections to organise a gathering of 400 people to meet him in a hotel in Pittsburgh.

True to her travel teaching commitment, she closed her eyes for the final time in Honolulu in September, 1939.

First black Hand of the Cause

In 1908 an elderly man advised a young civil servant: "I think that this [the Bahá’í Faith] is something that will interest you. I am too old to investigate it. You are young and I would like you to do so." The young man was Louis Gregory, an official in the US Treasury Department.

First apprenticed as a tailor, Louis Gregory graduated from Fisk University and then taught at the Avery Institute, an establishment for exceptionally bright children. Graduating in law from Harvard in 1902, he was a partner in a law firm for four years before joining the Treasury in 1906. Three years after hearing about the Faith, he was in Egypt where he met 'Abdu'l-Bahá. His great public service in life was to serve Race Amity for a total of 35 years.  A member of the National Spiritual Assembly, the Guardian urged him to devote himself to teaching rather than administrative duties.  Louis Gregory ascended to the Abhá Kingdom in 1951 at the age of 77.

"An abiding monument to his pure intention"

Dr John Esslemont died relatively young, failing to reach his fiftieth birthday, but had the solace of passing into the worlds beyond this earthly life in the bosom of the Bahá’í community in Haifa. A native of Aberdeenshire, Scotland, John Esslemont attended Robert Gordon College and graduated from Aberdeen University in 1908 as a Bachelor of Medicine and of Surgery. After completing some research work, he became an assistant to a professor at the University and then spent two years in Australia, during which time he married.

Dr Esslemont's precarious health required him to return to Scotland in 1903 but he soon set out for South Africa in an attempt to rebuild himself. He returned in 1908 to act as the residential medical officer at a Bournemouth sanatorium. He held this post until the institution closed in 1923.

Dr Esslemont learned of the Faith in December 1914, from the wife of an associate, and during the First World War began to write Bahá’u’lláh And The New Era, a work which was described as "an abiding monument to his pure intention." He later began the translation of his book into German, and he was also a keen Esperantist.

Having already visited Haifa in the winter of 1919-20, he returned toward the end of 1924. He died there a year later and was buried at the foot of Mount Carmel.


[ from march ‘96 UK Journal.]
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