year 10 week 6.   preparation for week 7
I
THE PURPOSE OF BAHÁ'Í COMMITTEES

The role of the Committees set up by the Spiritual Assembly, the renewal, the membership and functions of which should be reconsidered separately each year by the incoming Assembly, is chiefly to make thorough and expert study of the issue entrusted to their charge, advise by their reports, and assist in the execution of the decisions which in vital matters are to be exclusively and directly rendered by the Assembly.  The absorption of the petty details of Bahá'í administration by the personnel of the Spiritual Assembly is manifestly injurious to efficiency and an expert discharge of Bahá’í duties, whilst the granting of undue discretion to bodies that should be regarded in no other light than that of expert advisors and executive assistants would jeopardise the very vital and pervading powers that are the sacred prerogatives of bodies that in time will evolve into Bahá'í Houses of Justice.

"Bahá’í Administration"

II
THE PRINCIPLE OF CONSULTATION

(1)
The Nature of Bahá’í Consultation

It is upon the law of consultation that the Administrative Order is founded and no committee can work satisfactorily unless all its members obey the law. So important is it that 'Abdu'l-Bahá said: "It is incumbent upon everyone not to take any step without consulting the Spiritual Assembly, and they must assuredly obey with heart and soul its bidding and be submissive unto it, that things may be properly ordered and well arranged. Otherwise every person will act independently and after his own judgement, will follow his own desire, and do harm to the Cause." The law is divinely ordained and obedience to it carries with it the same spiritual effects as obedience to other, and often less weighty laws of Bahá'u'lláh.

Consultation should not be looked upon solely as avoidance of unco-ordinated individual action. It is the basis of all collective effort and a positive force for the building of the Cause. However well we may feel we understand the law of consultation, it is always possible to improve our understanding of it; indeed, this is one of the surest ways of increasing the effectiveness of our work for the Faith. Committee members are strongly advised to study the words of 'Abdu'l-Bahá, as quoted by Shoghi Effendi in his letter of 5 March, 1922.

(2)
Loyalty to Committee Decisions

One outcome of the law of consultation is the necessity for loyalty to committee decisions, which might be summarised thus:

Committee business should not be discussed or disclosed to members of the community not on the committee, either prior to or after a meeting, without the consent of the committee. If the members of the committee discuss committee business amongst themselves out of a meeting, they should be on their guard that they do not come to the meeting with their minds already made up as a result of the previous discussion. Should this happen the value of the committee consultation would be lost.

L.S.A. 
OTHER FUNCTIONS

Importance of Archives. The importance of the institution of Bahá’í Archives is not due only to the many teaching facili​ties it procures, but is especially to be found in the vast amount of historical data and information it offers to the present-day administrators of the Cause, and to the Bahá’í historians of the future. The institution of Bahá’í Archives is indeed a most valuable storehouse of information regarding all the aspects of the Faith, administrative as well as doctrinal. Future gener​ations of believers will be surely in a better position than we are to truly and adequately appreciate the many advantages and facilities which the institution of the Archives offers to individual believers and also to the community at large. (Shoghi Effendi)

"... has suggested to the Guardian that he should ask your N.S.A. to address an appeal to the ... believers urging them to co-operate with the National and Local Bahá’í Archives... in their efforts for the collection of Bahá’í sacred relics, and specially the Tablets, and their safe preservation.

"As this is undoubtedly one of the most urgent tasks facing the believers at present, he strongly feels it advisable that your N.S.A. should once more impress upon the friends the necessity of their giving full and continued support to the truly valuable work which the National as well as the Local Archives Committees are accomplishing for our beloved Faith...

"Now that the Cause is rapidly passing through so many different phases of its evolution is the time for the friends to exert their utmost in order to preserve as much as they can of the sacred relics and various other precious objects that are associated with the lives of the Founders of the Faith, and particularly the Tablets They have revealed.

"Every believer should realise that he has a definite responsibility to shoulder in this matter, and to help, to whatever extent he can, in rendering successful the valuable work which National and local Bahá’í Archives Committees are so devotedly accomplishing for the Faith in…”

(written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi, September25, 1936)

Find out if your LSA, or the nearest LSA to your community, has appointed any committees; if so, what for; if not, why not?  [Whereas youth cannot be elected to a LSA until they are 21, they can serve on a committee from any age the LSA decides, and can make a valuable contribution.]


Find out if your community has someone with specific responsibility for archives, it might be the secretary or could be someone else; [ you do not need a LSA for this.]
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