Class Handout year 10 week 4. 
Letters of the Living.

Some days, after the declaration of the Báb, the Báb's servant would come to Mulla Husayn and ask him to go to the Báb's house, where he would stay all night listening to the Báb.  One evening the Báb said, "Tomorrow, thirteen of your companions will arrive.  To each of them extend the utmost loving kindness.  Leave them not to themselves for they have dedicated their lives to the quest of their Beloved.  Pray to God that He may graciously enable them to walk securely in that path which is finer than a hair and keener than a sword".

The thirteen disciples arrived at the mosque to find Mulla Husayn quietly and calmly teaching.  Mulla Aliy-i-Bastami spoke to him, in great surprise, "You know well how great is our confidence in you...  Obedient to your summons, we have forsaken our homes and have gone forth in search of our promised Beloved. You were the first to set us this noble example.  We have followed in your footsteps. We have determined to relax in our efforts until we find the Object of our quest. We have followed you to this place, ready to acknowledge whomsoever you accept, in the hope of seeking the shelter of His protection...   How is it that we now see you teaching the people and conducting their prayers and devotions with the utmost tranquillity?"  He begged to know the reason why Mulla Husayn was so calm so that the others might finish their long search.

What could Mulla Husayn say to reassure his friends without giving away his secret?  Firstly he must tell Mulla Ali  that he had not given up his search, that nothing would ever take him away from his Beloved, and that he had promised to give up his life if he had to.  Mulla Husayn asked whether Mulla Ali  might think it possible that, because he had looked so longingly and for such a time, it was possible that God had led him to his heart's desire, but for the time being he should not speak to the people about it.  Mulla Ali grew very excited by this news and begged Mulla Husayn to tell him more.  Mulla Husayn told him that he could not, but that Mulla Ali  should trust in God, "for He will surely guide your steps, and appease the tumult of your heart".

Mulla Ali  told the other disciples what Mulla Husayn had said and they decided to pray and fast once more, asking God to lead them quickly to the Promised One. After three nights, Mulla Ali  had a dream.  He saw a light which moved around him.  He followed the light until it led him to his Beloved.  Mulla Ali then left his room and went to Mulla Husayn to tell him this joyful news. At dawn, Mulla Husayn took Mulla Ali  to the Báb's home.  The servant was waiting for them at the door.  He told them that the Báb had said that two men would be coming and that he was to open the door and show them in.  So Mulla Ali  met the Báb and became a faithful follower. The other twelve disciples in their turn found the Báb and accepted Him…

When the Báb had said farewell to the Letters of the Living, He asked them all to record the names of those who became Bábis.  The list of names was to be sent in sealed letters addressed to His uncle in Shiraz.  The Báb would then arrange them in 18 sets with 19 names in each set, and with His own name and the names of the Letters of the Living He would include them in a Tablet of God, so that they would be specially remembered and blessed.

Mulla Husayn was also asked to send written reports on his activities in Isfahán, Tihrán and Khurásán.  "Not until I receive your letter from Khurásán shall I be ready to set out from this city on My pilgrimage to Hijaz".

Mulla Husayn was refreshed and happy after being near Bahá'u'lláh and he set out from Khurásán.  Mirza-i-Azghandi was the first to become a Bábí in that area.  He was the wisest of men in that place and a good man.  He was followed by Mulla Ahmad-i-Mu'allim, who had been a teacher of the children of Siyyid Kazim, then Mulla Shaykh Ah  and Mulla Mirza Muhammad-i-Furughi.

Mirza Muhammad Baqir-i-Qa'i'ni then accepted the message.  His love for the Báb was so strong that everybody felt it and he was fearless and energetic all the days of his life.  He allowed Mulla Husayn to use his home and tried many ways to attract people to the gentle teachings of the Báb.  He worked every minute for the Faith until he was martyred at the fort of Shaykh Tabarsí.

As soon as Mulla Husayn had won to the Cause these devoted supporters, he wrote a report to the Báb about his activities.  He wrote about his visits to Isfahán and Káshán and especially about his visit to Tihrán where he was able to introduce Bahá'u'lláh to the teachings.  In his report he included a list of names of all those who had accepted the teachings.

The letter was sent through Yazd to the Báb's uncle and eventually it reached the Báb.  The Báb opened it and read some of it to Quddús.  He was overjoyed by the news and said, "How marvellous, how exceedingly marvellous, is that which has occurred between the months of Jamadi and Rajab".  The Báb's uncle often heard Him say these words and could not understand what they meant. He told another Bábí, Mirza Ahmad, that it was a great mystery to him.  Mirza Ahmad wanted to find out what the mystery was so he waited until he met Mulla Husayn.  Then he told Mulla Husayn what the Báb's uncle had told him.  Mulla Husayn smiled and said that he remembered that between the months of Jamadi and Rajab he had been in Tihrán.  Mulla Husayn would say no more but Mirza Ahmad guessed that there was something special to do with Tihrán, which when the world knew about it would bring joy to the heart of the Báb.

The report of Mulla Husayn gladdened the Báb.  He felt that if His enemies were to take Him away then Bahá'u'lláh would carry on His work.  He would take care of the infant Faith of God like a gardener takes care of a tiny seed.  From then on the Báb had no fear of sudden peril or danger and welcomed all the troubles that His enemies heaped upon Him.
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