Handout for === year 10 week 3.

Division of Tasks within the Family
It is valuable to consider the practical division of roles within the family, particularly with a view to determining whether the distribution of tasks reflects the most equitable and beneficial use of capacity and resources, allows for the flexibility necessary to any organic, changing and evolving structure, and is productive of the equality of men and women. This section also gives consideration to the needs of those whose work is centred on the home – particularly mothers and homemakers – and the role of both stipendiary and unpaid work. This last includes those who are fortunate enough to give a great deal of their time to the administrative, service and teaching fields of the Faith. The Universal House of justice validates such occupations as being of benefit to mankind and therefore as constituting 'work'. It also clarifies how a family may determine the relative amounts of time which the mother may spend both within and without the home, describes the overlapping of roles in the areas of bread-winning and education, advocates flexibility and provision for necessary adjustments, and emphasises that arrange​ments made by the family must provide for the full and equal participation of the wife in the affairs of the world.

     “You ask about the admonition that everyone must work, and want to know if this means that you, a wife and mother, must work for a livelihood as your husband does. We are requested to enclose for your perusal an excerpt, 'The twelfth Glad-Tidings', from Bahá'u'lláh's 'Tablet of Bishárát'. You will see that the directive is for the friends to be engaged in an occupation which will be of benefit to mankind. Homemaking is a highly honourable and respon​sible work of fundamental importance for mankind.”

      “With regard to your question whether mothers should work outside the home, it is helpful to consider the matter from the perspective of the concept of a Bahá’í family. This concept is based on the principle that the man has primary responsibility for the financial support of the family, and the woman is the chief and primary educator of the children. This by no means implies that these functions are inflexibly fixed and cannot be changed and adjusted to suit particular family situations, nor does it mean that the place of the woman is confined to the home. Rather, while primary responsibility is assigned, it is anticipated that fathers would play a significant role in the education of the children and women could also be breadwinners. As you rightly indicated, 

'Abdu'l-Bahá encouraged women to 'participate fully and equally in the affairs of the world'. In relation to your specific queries, the decision concerning the amount of time a mother may spend in working outside the home depends on circumstances existing within the home, which may vary from time to time. Family consultation will help to provide the answers.”

UHJ (Women, compilation, p.30,

also in Bahá’í Families p.47.)
