Plan for year 10 week 2.

aims:

a) to make students aware of the teacher training programme for this year,

b) to give students understanding of how they can help themselves.

objectives:   after fully participating in both the class and the preparation for it, the student should be able to:

a) state why teacher training for Sunday Schools is important,

b) use prayer more effectively,

c) be less reliant on others.

materials:   extract from Some Answered Questions pp.227-31.[in prep. for this week];
Dynamics of Prayer. [in handout, also found in Principles of Bahá’í Administration p.90 & Remembrance of God p.206.];   prep. for week 3, on separate page.

1. Virtue. Enthusiasm (continued, if facilitator considers desirable; this could either be at the beginning, or as part of 2., or during 3. if enthusiasm of students for subject is flagging!)

2. Teacher Training. Introduction to the programme.
Make it clear that not everyone is suited to teaching classes of children; however, who knows when they might be in a developing country, where they might find that they are the best available for the job!  Also there is a shortage of staff for many Community Schools in UK at present; if one is to be secretary or director, one does not need to teach, but one should know something about it. So all will be expected to participate in the theory, but the practical teaching in this school will be optional.
Explain that there are various approaches to teaching and that we are going to use the Ruhi Institute approach this year. (brief details of how this works, and the ages of children aimed at, can be given if desired.)

3. New Topic. The individual.
a) self-help.   Some Answered Questions p.227-231 is the most relevant quote found so far, can you find better?   [some in handout 2, week 1, looked at for prep.]
First get volunteers for chairing the consultation and note-taking; if they are reluctant, point out that they will all have a turn at each in the coming weeks and these are important skills to learn – you will obviously help until they are confident at it.
Chair is to ask each student in turn to give their view of the material read (or if for any reason they have not studied the material, give their personal view of how we can achieve self-help; this may be difficult for them, but it will emphasise that you expect to start with contributions from all, whether they have done their prep or not, & this might encourage them to do it in future!)
When all have made a contribution to the subject, chair throws it open to general consultation.  [At present you will probably have to help the chair AND note-taker for the consultation, but during the following weeks they should become competent, so that before the end of the year it should be possible for you to leave them to organise themselves for quite long periods.]
Before concluding this topic, make sure that all know what conclusion has been reached, or what has been learnt; chair should ask note-taker to read their version, which can then be agreed or amended accordingly.


 
b) effective use of prayer
First, following prep on this topic, chair finds out what each student has to say on the subject, [some might already know about the 5 steps, if so then you congratulate them.] Then, before general consultation, give the handout and ask them to look at Dynamics of Prayer.  They could make the decision about whether to take turns reading this now; if most are already familiar with it then it might be better to go straight into consultation on who has used it, was it effective, why do we think it should be effective, will we use it in future and under what circumstances, etc. [these questions are in the handout.]
Note that a form of meditation is in the first step:  
pray, then “silence of contemplation for a  few minutes.”

4. Set Preparation. Even if you are following the alternative programme, reading of Trends in Bahá’í Education  p.126  for prep is suggested (from the standard programme). It does not occur elsewhere and a discussion of the problems of child rearing at the start of next week could be a useful introduction to Bahá’í Marriage Programme p.20, which is about other problems in a marriage.
     They are asked to consider how it relates to any experience they may have had with young children, either in their own family or in another family they know quite well. Are they aware of how the parents of the children managed and in what way children affected the marriage?
     [Since this is a delicate matter, emphasise that any details will be confidential to this class; and even if about one’s own family, it might be wise to pretend it is about another anonymous family. However, it is important not to “dodge the issue”, since having discussed such matters is likely to help them when contemplating marriage later.]


5. Any other items. [See week 1, if no suggestions then could ask each other questions about week 1, or indeed about this week if they like. Now they know this is going to be asked, they might come up with too many items to be discussed today, if so make note of them for future weeks.]
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