Plan for year 7 lesson 24

aims:

     a) to clarify students’ ideas about the purpose of creation

     b) to investigate the meaning of the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth

     c) to learn about Shoghi Effendi’s contribution towards its establishment.
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

     a) state that our main purpose is to know God and worship Him

     b) list four good qualities necessary for peace

     c) list four virtues necessary for the advancement of civilization.
     d) list four important things Shoghi Effendi did.
materials:   refs. quoted in 4,5,6 if teacher requires more information     ; handout.

1. Game/News.        Students choose any game from previous lessons.
Try to have all materials available, if not then give limited choice.

2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Revise  Tenderness.

4. New Topic. The establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.
(a) The nature and purpose of creation. [more in Bahá’u’lláh and the New Era pp.188-9 & In Home Study Programme p.812.]

First ask students to write down what they think is the main purpose for our existence.  When they have all written something (you may go round and whisper a little clue to anyone who is completely stuck! e.g. many adults and youth actually state this reason every day of our lives.), get them to share their ideas.  

Hear everyone’s ideas first, then congratulate anyone who was “on the right lines”.  The clue leads us to the opening sentence of the Short Obligatory Prayer which is said once every day in the afternoon. "I bear witness, O my God, that Thou hast created me to know Thee and to worship Thee. .. "

Bahá'u'lláh speaks of the many favours granted (vouchsafed) to us by God. He says: "First and foremost among these favours, which the Almighty hath conferred upon man, is the gift of understanding. His purpose in conferring such a gift is none other except to enable His creature to know and recognise the One true God..."

In another passage, Bahá'u'lláh gives us another purpose for creation and this is for people to show the qualities to enable them to live together in peace and harmony. Before reading the next quotation, ask students to guess what these four qualities might be (either writing them down first, or just taking turns to suggest one).

"The first, the fundamental purpose underlying creation hath ever been, and will continue to be, none other than the appearance of trustworthiness and godliness, of sincerity and goodwill amongst mankind, for these qualities are the cause of peace, security and tranquillity. Blessed are those who possess such virtues."

If we "know" and "worship" God and we develop the qualities of "trustworthiness and godliness, of sincerity and goodwill amongst mankind", then "peace, security and tranquillity" will be established in the world. But is this enough? We can remain in peace and tranquillity, but remain static, that is we may not progress at all. Bahá'u'lláh has given us yet another purpose for our creation to ensure that we continue to progress.

"All men have been created to carry forward an ever-advancing civilization. The Almighty beareth Me witness: To act like the beasts of the field is unworthy of man. Those virtues that befit his dignity are forbearance, mercy, compassion and loving-kindness towards all the peoples and kindreds of the earth."



5. Story.   The master-builder of Káshán.
see separate page.



6. New Topic. The establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.[more in Bahá’u’lláh and the New Era pp.129-31.]
(b) What are the “Most Great Peace” and the “Lesser Peace”?

The teachings of Bahá'u'lláh contain two different types of reference to the question of true social order. One type is exempli​fied in the tablets revealed to the Kings, which deal with the problem of government as existing in the world during Bahá'u'lláh's life on earth, the other references are to the new order to be developed within the Bahá’í community itself.  After the Kings and Rulers had ignored His message, He told them:

"Now that ye have refused the Most Great Peace, hold ye fast unto this, the Lesser Peace, that haply ye may in some degree better your own condition and that of your dependents."  

By the Lesser Peace is meant a political unity of states, while the Most Great Peace is a unity embracing spiritual as well as political and economic factors. When the Most Great Peace comes, we will have “God’s kingdom on earth”.

7. New Topic. The establishment of God’s kingdom on earth.[more in the Priceless Pearl p.287 & lesson 21 of Enlighten book 6.]
(c) The Life and Ministry of Shoghi Effendi helped towards this.

"Shoghi Effendi - The Beloved Guardian" 
Shoghi Rabbani was born in Akka on 1st March, 1897. He was only 24 years old and studying in England when He received the heart-breaking news of the passing of His Beloved Grandfather, to Whom He was so deeply attached. It was clearly stated in the Will & Testament of 'Abdu'l-Baha that Shoghi Effendi would be the Guardian of the Cause of God and the Interpreter of the Word of God after 'Abdu'l-Baha. Although so young in age, He powerfully and efficiently shouldered His great responsibility. He established the administrative order according to the teachings of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, built the Shrines of the Bab, Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha, the Baha'i Archives, and all the beautiful surrounding gardens in Haifa and Akka. He revealed a great number of books and tablets in Persian and English. The very most valuable benediction He bestowed upon the Western world was to translate the books, tablets and prayers of Baha'u'llah and 'Abdu'l-Baha into English, a task which only He could achieve so perfectly and with such skill. He passed away to the Abha Kingdom in London in November, 1957, at the age of 60, and thus the short period (36 years) of guardianship came to an end, a period which although so short, was also so full of outstanding and significant triumphs for the Cause all over the world.

8. Handout/activity. If this is indeed the last lesson before the Summer break, an appropriate activity would be to review the past years and consult on the programme for next year.  If a written holiday homework is not being given, students should also write in the answers to the 4 questions in the handout.


9. Set Homework.  (even if Summer break is next, students should still read the Hidden Words on the handout during the next week.)
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