Plan for year 7 lesson 23B

aims:

a) to consider various aspects of “firesides” for teaching the Faith

b) to study 2 possible topics for “firesides”: Independent investigation of truth; and the Báb
objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) know some important things to consider when holding a “fireside”

b) be thoroughly familiar with “The first principle of the Teaching of Bahá'u'lláh”: The Search after Truth.
c) give a talk on “the Báb”.

materials:     page with facts about the Báb;  any of the books quoted if more information is required   ; handout.


1. Game/News.      Game:  “What’s on my back?”
Pin a Bahá’í Principle on the back of each student without letting them see it. They try to find out what it is by asking each other questions, to which the answer must be yes or no.


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue. Tenderness.   see virtue handout  (save some for revision next time?)

4. New Topic. “firesides”:
(a) Physical arrangements for a “fireside”.

There are many useful ideas in the book “Firesides”.  For example, an informal chat over the garden fence can sometimes be called a  “fireside”.  One cannot easily prepare for such spontaneous occasions, but one should prepare very carefully when people have been invited to come to your home at a specific time.  Page 64 includes the (obvious?) advice about allowing time, between getting the venue ready and people arriving, for a prayer and some reading.  Reasons for keeping food simple, and handing it round to people, are clearly stated.

5. New Topic. “firesides”:
(b) Considerations about teaching the Faith.

There is a lot of good advice in the UHJ compilation #9 “The Gift of Teaching”. For example we find on page 13:-

"The friends of God should weave bonds of fellowship with others and show absolute love and affection towards them. These links have a deep influence on people and they will listen. When the friends sense receptivity to the Word of God, they should deliver the Message with wisdom. They must first try and remove any apprehensions in the people they teach. In fact, every one of the believers should choose one person every year and try to establish ties of friendship with him, so that all his fear would disappear. Only then, and gradually, must he teach that person. This is the best method."


Again, the book “Firesides” is helpful.  On p.120 we find:-
'Leaving a good impression is most important', she [Rúhíyyih Khánum] told us, 'because people probably won't remember what you said.',

while p.149 includes:-
There is no one correct way to invite people into the community of the Greatest Name. Trust your judgement and remember the Concourse is with you. If you are open to opportunities for inviting people into this glorious Cause, they will come to you.

6. Story.        Abdu’l-Bahá and the Covenant-breakers.

        […the power of truth will prevail in the end. ]


7. New Topic. “firesides”:
(c) “Independent investigation of truth” is a very suitable topic for a fairly introductory fireside (i.e. for some people who don’t know much about the Faith).  It can be kept quite un-controversial, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá called this “The first principle of the Teaching of Bahá'u'lláh”, giving it the simpler title “The Search after Truth”.  In “Paris Talks”, in pp.135-7, He says:

“If five people meet together to seek for truth, they must begin by cutting themselves free from all their own special conditions and renouncing all precon​ceived ideas. In order to find truth we must give up our prejudices, our own small trivial notions; an open receptive mind is essential. If our chalice is full of self, there is no room in it for the water of life. The fact that we imagine ourselves to be right and everybody else wrong is the greatest of all obstacles in the path towards unity, and unity is necessary if we would reach truth, for truth is one.”

“Science must be accepted. No one truth can con​tradict another truth. Light is good in whatsoever lamp it is burning! A rose is beautiful in whatsoever garden it may bloom! A star has the same radiance if it shines from the East or from the West.”

8. New Topic. “firesides”:
(d) The Báb.

Challenge students to prepare a talk on the Báb which could be used in a fireside.  When the talk is ready, it could be tried out on their own class, on another class, in front of the whole school, or at a Nineteen-Day Feast.  Ask them to tell you what they know about Him first, then give out the separate sheet with some facts; it is up to them to select what to include in the talk.


9. Handout/activity.
In the handout are questions about the Báb, which could either be answered now or at home, to help them prepare for giving the talk.  At this age the talk should, if possible, be given with the aid of brief notes only, rather than being read word for word from prepared text.

10. Set Homework.
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