Plan  for year 7 lesson 23A.

NO virtue at present.

aim:    take part in a Simulation game.

objective:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to: relate the teachings to current concerns

1. News.

2. Mark Homework.
3. Relating the teachings to current concerns.
Trends in Bahá’í Education 129 includes 2 correlation games. It was suggested to use game 1 for lesson 3; if this was not done, and you want to do it first, see plan 3A; otherwise read on…
Game 2 does not require much preparation: have available a selection of Bahá’í books from which students can find quotations (and it might help to read the comments below about how this game has been used – note that ‘marriage’ in the task specification can be replaced by any other suitable topic). Details of the game, and the suggested homework, are in the handout.
4. Set Homework.
Each student could take a summary of the resulting article/talk and consult with their community about possible destinations for the article or groups for which the talk would be suitable. (maybe they would like it at a 19-day Feast!)  

How the game has been used.

In one use of this correlative simulation game a group of youth in Brighton came up with elements for a Bahá'í-inspired Anti-Drug Dependency Programme. On this occasion we experimented with using a very small piece of the Writings which every contributor to the discussion read before making her or his contribution. The chosen piece of the Writing was:

"0 SON OF MAN! I loved thy creation, hence I created thee. Wherefore do thou love Me, that I may name thy name and fill thy soul with the spirit of life."          (AHW #4)

Amongst the elements, presented in a random way, for such a programme were the following: that meaning and meaninglessness were vital to understanding dependency and that enabling someone to add meaning to their lives was vital; that an understanding of the model of man as a spiritual reality was vital; purpose and purposelessness were vital to an understanding of dependency and that enabling someone to add a sense of purpose was healing; substance abuse impairs the acquisition of virtues; the fact that God is vital and that He always gives help is vital (if the patient is a non-believer you have to find a different base from which to work); the idea of spiritual laws for all; the healing power of prayer and meditation; the need for alternative drinks; the need to accept where someone is coming from; the human need to be creative including helping our suffering world; the importance of community and belonging; the idea of potential and developing it; the importance of operating on wellness models in health-care systems compared with negative, sickness models .... Restricting the Writings to one short Hidden Word was an idea taken, so I believe, from the Malaysian Spiritualisation Institutes.  By having it constantly repeated and responding to it we showed just how much this little group knew, how much was relevant to such a problem as drug dependency and how empowering the process of consultation is.
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