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When 'Abdu’l-Bahá travelled to the West to spread the Cause of Bahá’u’lláh and diffuse the divine fragrances in Europe and America, He had to use some of the funds which the Persian friends had contributed to Haji Amin as Huqúqu’lláh. But He observed such care in spending the absolute minimum for Himself that His companions sometimes felt concerned about the lack of comfort which often resulted.  The renowned chronicler of 'Abdu’l-Bahá’s journeys to the West, Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani, His devoted secretary and companion, has recorded in his diaries (Badayi'u'l-Athar) that when 'Abdu’l-Bahá and His party were travelling across the United States, the train journey proved to be tiring--especially for 'Abdu’l-Bahá who was nearly seventy years of age. Yet in spite of this, He frequently declined to pay the extra small sum of money for sleeping accommodation on the train. Instead He would sit up all night on the hard wooden seats and close His eyes to rest. But, as demonstrated on that journey, He opened His purse and generously placed coins of silver and gold in the palms of the poor and needy wherever He found them. How different are the ways of God and man!


It was during those same epoch-making journeys that 'Abdu’l-Bahá demonstrated a magnanimity and detachment characteristic of God's chosen ones by declining with graciousness all offers of funds and gifts from friends and strangers.


In his famous diaries Mirza Mahmud recounts a story of 'Abdu’l-Bahá when He was in New York shortly before His departure from the United States:

'Abdu’l-Bahá and the gifts.

 ... that day some of the friends presented 'Abdu’l-Bahá  with some funds, but He did not take them in spite of their  persistently begging Him to accept them. He said: 'Offer it  up to the poor on my behalf. It would be as if I have  personally given to them. But for me the best gift is the unity  between the loved ones of God, their service to the Cause,  the diffusion of divine fragrances and their carrying out the  teachings and exhortations of the Blessed Beauty.'


 On such occasions the believers became very sad, because  their offerings were not accepted by their Beloved. In spite  of this the believers in New York, knowing that these were  the last few days of His stay in the United States, gathered  some presents for the members of the Holy Family...  some of the friends had vowed together that they would  persist in their request for acceptance of the gifts, that they  would cling to the hem of his garment and not leave His  presence until He accepted their offerings. They presented  their gifts and earnestly pleaded with Him to take them. He  then spoke to them in these words:


 'I am very grateful for all your services. Truly you have  served me, offered hospitality, rendered your services day  and night and persevered in the diffusion of divine  fragrances. I shall never forget your devoted services,  because you had no other motive but to attain the good  pleasure of God, and had desired no station other than entry  into His Kingdom. Now you have brought some gifts for  my family. These gifts are very praiseworthy, but more  exquisite than these are the gifts of the love of God which  may be preserved within the treasure-house of the hearts.  The former gifts are transitory, but the latter are eternal.  These gifts are to be kept in boxes and upon the shelves and  Will eventually perish, but the other will remain eternally in  all the worlds of God treasured within the heart. Therefore I  carry with me your love to them [i.e. The Holy Family]  which is the greatest gift of all. In our house there is no room  for diamond rings or other jewellery. That house is devoid  of the vanities of this world.

  'Now, I accept these gifts, but I entrust them to you to sell  them and send the proceeds to Chicago for the construction  of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár [Bahá’í House of Worship].'


 The friends, with tearful eyes, were disappointed.  'Abdu’l-Bahá said: 'I want to take with me a gift from you  which may remain till eternity, the jewels which belong to

 the treasure-house of the heart.'

 
In spite of much persistence and shedding of tears the  beloved Master did not accept the gifts and asked the friends  to spend them for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkár in Chicago.


(Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Bahá’u’lláh v 3, p. 82 )

