Plan for year 7 lesson 21

aim:

to study Local administration.

objectives:
after fully participating in both the lesson and the homework, the student should be able to:

a) name the parts of a Nineteen Day Feast
b) explain what may be included in the devotional of a Nineteen Day Feast
c) state the two conditions necessary for consultation

d) know how often a Local Spiritual Assembly should meet, and why
e) give a talk about the Nineteen Day Feast.

materials: cards with words on (see 1. ); lesson 15 of Enlighten book 6; pages  from UHJ compilation 25, if more than 2 quotes are required; book “Trustees Of the Merciful”  ; handout.


1. Game/News.   Game: observation.
Have about a dozen cards with words written on in large letters one side, and the same word in small letters on the other side.
Students sit at tables, all facing you, with paper and pen/pencil.
You hold up each card with the large size word facing them and read out the word, wait 2 seconds before showing next card.
Then students write down as many words as possible that they saw on the cards (which are now hidden out of sight, of course.)


2. Mark Homework.

3. Virtue.   Sensitivity.    
Virtue handout could be half used now and half for revision next time.

We  must be sensitive to other people’s feelings at any meeting, e.g. after making one or two contributions to a consultation ourselves, look round and make sure that everyone else has had a chance to speak; if you think it necessary, draw the chairman’s attention to the fact that “we have not heard a view from X yet”.  However, whereas some people might have views that they want to air but do not have the confidence to get heard, others might have nothing to say, prefer to just listen today, and would be embarrassed if asked to speak, so we must be sensitive to this also.

4. New Topic.  Local administration.
(a) The Nineteen Day Feast.

Ask students what they know about it. They should by now be able to tell you that it is in 3 parts and to name those parts, if not then you must tell them.  In Home Study Programme p.50 provides ideas for further study and is provided on a separate page.  The quote in the 2nd paragraph, which is in the handout, begs the question: “What is "the proper fashion" in which a Feast is to be held?”  After discussing this with students, refer to the rest of the page for some clear guidelines, but beware of implying that anything but the essentials are hard and fast rules;  each LSA, within the framework laid down in the Writings, must decide what is suitable for its community.
     At the end of the page are four suggestions for things to do, 
the 4th is in the handout.  
Part of it is to give a talk at a The Nineteen Day Feast; you could suggest that students prepare a talk for their next Nineteen Day Feast, the subject could be “The structure of a Nineteen Day Feast” or anything a student is motivated to talk about.  Perhaps the talks could be ready to try out on the class during the next lesson, before “going public”.

5. New Topic.  Local administration.
(b) The Importance of Consultation.
     This is the title of lesson 15 of Enlighten book 6, which is on a separate page.  Use as much as appropriate for your students.  The 2nd quote of Bahá’u’lláh is in the handout, and is very important – consult “In all things…”, so it is not just at an Assembly meeting or Nineteen Day Feast that we use consultation, it should be the norm in families and at work too.
Emphasise the two conditions necessary for consultation:
    1. absolute love is unconditional and we must try to feel this way when we are consulting, and 2. we must turn to God and ask His aid through prayer whenever we consult.

6. Story.   'Abdu’l-Bahá and the gifts. 
see separate page.


7. New Topic.  Local administration.
(c) Consultation and the Nineteen Day Feast.
         On a separate page are quotes #80 to #85 from UHJ compilation 25, “The Nineteen Day Feast.”
In #82 we find:      "While retaining the sacred right of final decision in all matters pertaining to the Bahá’í community, the Spiritual Assembly shall ever seek the advice and consultation of all members of the community, keep the community informed of all its affairs, and invite full and free discussion on the part of the community of all matters affecting the Faith."
While in #84:    “As a Local Spiritual Assembly is responsible for the organization of Nineteen Day Feasts, and is expected to make a report of its activities to the community at the Feast, in addition to responding to suggestions submitted to it, a Local Assembly should meet at least once a Bahá’í month.”

8. New Topic.  Local administration.
(d) Being an Assembly member.
        An interesting analogy for young people is on pp.25-7 of “Trustees Of the Merciful”, where members of an Assembly are compared with stones forming a channel for water to flow through.  If the stones are smooth, the water flows well; but if they have jagged parts sticking out into the channel, these will obstruct the flow.  These are symbolic of the egos and selfish ambitions of some Assembly members, which prevent the flow of Divine Guidance.

9. Handout/activity.

10. Set Homework.
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